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Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.Heb 12:7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

Church Discipline
Scripture: Mt. 18:15-17  1Corithians 5:1-13





There is something drastically wrong in our churches today. I am not sure if the blame lies behind the pulpit, or if the blame rests upon those who set in the pew. But when members of a church tolerate public sin in its membership there is a problem of the severest kind. Its source is one of three possibilities.

1. It is either ignorance of what the scriptures teach about church discipline.

2. Secondly it is a improper false love, and broadmindedness by its members. 



When a church member does not deal properly with gross sin in its membership, he makes his church a church that is unfaithful to its sinning members, he is unfaithful to the church for who Christ died for, and he is unfaithful to his Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Or thirdly it is obstinate refusal to submit to what the Bible says about church discipline because of one’s own ungodly life. 

a. If it is a matter of ignorance then the responsibility lies squarely at the feet of pastors to rightly 

divide the word of truth and teach God’s people their responsibility before God. 
b. If it is a matter of broadmindedness than the members of that broadminded church need to know that they are a major part of the problem.  

c. If it is because of the pastor or members living ungodly lives themselves then they need to know that they will reap their sins and in time their sins will be found out.. 
Nu 32:23  But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.
I. LET ME BEGIN BY SAYING 

THAT SIN IS A BIG DEAL

A. You May Error in a Lot of Areas of Judgment But You Better Not Error in The 

Enormity of Sin 

Jas 1:13 ¶ Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:


14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.


15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.


16  Do not err, my beloved brethren..


B. God Is Not Going To Be Mocked When It Comes To Sin.


Ga 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.





8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;

C. Sin Ought To Make Us Angry



1. Moses Was Angry When He Viewed The Scene in The Camp Of Israel Upon 



Coming Down From Mt. Sinai With The Tables of the 10 Commandments in his 



Hands.






Ex 32:19  And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the 



dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the 



mount.


2. Jesus was angry over the sinful activity being conducted in the house of God. 



Joh 2:13  And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,


14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:


15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables;


16  And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.



 17  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.




Neither Moses, Christ, nor you, nor I can be broadminded about sin. 

II. SECONDLY LET ME SAY TO YOU THAT 

GOD ABSOLUTELY PLACES THE RESPONSIBILITY

 FOR WAYWARD, SINFUL MEMBERS UPON THE CHURCH.


A. If the Bible Teaches Anything It Teaches Church Discipline



1. We must not leave to God the responsibility that he has given to you and I, as 



members of a local N.T. church. 




a. If sinning saints are going to be salvaged, a church must absolutely be part of 




the process.  



b. Discipline of church members involves:





i. Teaching, (instructive discipline, ie discipleship)





ii. Corrective discipline, this is the kind where people are corrected for there error.



2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.



1Ti 5:20  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

  
   
iii. Punitive Church Discipline






2Co 2:6  Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.







We will probably say more about this later, but church discipline is not just  




remedial, it is not just restorative it is not just meant to be corrective but church 




discipline is punitive. Wrong behavior is to be punished, by breaking off all 




relationships with that individual. 







When the Bible says: 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh 




That is punitive, 





  In the training of our children it is not sufficient just to give out Instructive discipline, and 





corrective discipline, (Johnny you have done this wrong now go back and do it again correctly), 




but we all know that some lessons must be reinforced with punitive discipline. There will be no 




peaceable fruit of righteousness without punitive discipline. 




Heb 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.


B. The Bible Absolutely Teaches Punitive Church Discipline. 

"It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one so not to eat. For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person" (1 Corinthians 5:1-13).

"And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 18:17,18).

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16:17).

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us" (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

"A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself" (Titus 3:10-11).

"I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars" (Revelation 2:2).

III. THIRDLY I WANT YOU TO SEE THAT THE TREATMENT OF 

WAYWARD CHURCH MEMBERS OR SUPPOSED

MEMBERS (Those on the rolls but lost) IS DICTATED 

BY THE SITUATION.


There are 3 different situation in the area of church discipline .







1. Personal problems between members that threaten to damage the church.







2. Public Sin







3. Departing church members.


A. Instructions for Those with Personal Problems. Mt.15:15-18



1. This is not a matter of public knowledge but some personal matter which could 





build to the point that it will affect the testimony and tranquility of the church.  


2. Note the teaching here.




From this passage we note the following: 

1. When one has been offended by a fellow church member, he is to:

(1) Go to him privately and seek to reconcile that offense. 

(2) If the offender has the right attitude, he will want to get right with his brother."...if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother." 

(3)Whether it is offender or the one offended equal responsibility is upon both to get the matter resolved.  "Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift" (Matt. 5:23-24). Scripture puts the responsibility of reconciliation equally upon both parties. 

   
----Neither is to proudly wait for the other to move, for the other may not know of the offense. 


   
----There can be no acceptable worship of God where there are offenses between 


brethren. 


----This is a church family matter, and God’s family must not be divided by carnal 



feelings. 

2. If the first overture is rejected then: 

He is to take one or two more with him and make a second attempt at reconciliation. 

(1) Sad to say but often when reconciliation is sought as above pride enters in and prevents the reconciliation. One has a chip on his shoulder or he gets his feelings hurt.. This is why, at the second attempt at reconciliation, there are to be disinterested parties taken along. 

(2) These witnesses are to be members of the church also. Outsiders are not to be brought into the matter (1 Cor. 6:1-2). 

(3) These witnesses are to be taken in order that the truth of every word from both sides of the 
matter may be established.

--- It might be such a thing that the offended party is really the problem, but if the offender is found in the wrong, the brethren are to say so and encourage the righting of the wrong. 

3. If he refuses to hear the two then: 
 The matter is to be taken before the church for consideration. Even here, there is still opportunity for reconciliation and righting of the wrong. The church is to: 

(1) Hear the matter and to sit in judgment upon it. 

(2) They are to pass judgment as to the right or wrong of the case in the light of the Scriptures, and 
to submit their findings to the offender. 

(3) If he has the Spirit of Christ he will submit himself to the decision of the church, make the wrong right, and be reconciled to his brother. But if he rejects the word of the church, then he is to be excluded from the church and regarded as a heathen. 

4. Note that the church is not to wait and watch for more wrong activity, it is not to try to judge if the person has a vindictive spirit. But if he neglected to hear his brother, neglected to hear the two, and neglected to hear the church. He is to be put out.  



3. Not Every Disagreement Between Members Should Need The Above Procedure




But Only Those That Will Effect The Testimony and Tranquility of the Church. 




a. Note Php.4:2 Here Paul simply says  2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that 





they be of the same mind in the Lord.







b. These two ladies were having some problems; in this case Paul does not 
recommend church discipline, but appeals to both ladies to get the matter straight between them. 

The First Area of Discipline Then Is Personal Problems That Will Affect The Testimony and Tranquility of the Church. 


B. The Second Situation That Calls For Church Discipline Is Public Sin.  



1Cor.5:1-13

1. This situation is much different then Matthew 18, and the way it is dealt with is quite 


different. 



a. Note it was not a personal matter but a public matter 1 ¶ It is reported commonly that 



there is fornication among you,





-- It was common knowledge in the neighborhood.



2. Note also that it is to be dealt with swiftly 
a. 4  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,

  vs. 5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of  the Lord Jesus.


   
i. At your next church meeting when ye are gathered together. 



   
ii. Deliver him over to Satan. 





------------------------





b.7 ¶ Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 




our Passover is sacrificed for us:





Purge


AV - purge out 1, purge 1; 2 1) to cleanse out, clean thoroughly, to cleanse

        --------------------------




  c. 11  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not 
to eat.



12  For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?






13  But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked 




    person.




i. Not to keep company





ii. Put away from among yourselves that wicked person.


d. There is no going of the one, taking of two, and then going to the church. No it was a   matter that called for swift and decisive action. 






Why? Because with every moment of delay the leaven of sin is expanding 




throughout the whole. 
This is not a case for Instructive discipline, or corrective discipline, it was a case that demanded immediate punitive discipline. 
 Illus. Here is a child that a parent has instructed why it is wrong to say “NO” to him through teaching about the respect for authority in instructive discipline. A child who has been lovingly  corrected by the parent when he has said “NO” by the parent  saying “no Johnny you need to say “yes mommy” and “yes daddy” making him repeat it in corrective discipline. Then to have their child willfully go against what he has been instructed on and corrected on and say “No” would demand for punitive discipline of the switch upon the back side. What a foolish parent it would be that would go and instruct the child again, then take Dad and another sibling to talk to them, and then bring it before the family discussion time to determine what to do. Yet we have within the church membership those that want to follow the pattern of Matthew 18:15-18 for Public sin this is absolutely not the teaching of 1Corithians 5. 


3. What Then Are Some Examples of This Public Sin?



-- There are 3 main categories 







 1) Immorality 



 



 2) A Disorderly Walk and 


   



 3) Heresy




 Because we are here in 1Cor. 5 let us first note Immorality 

i. Sexual sins 5:10

 A brother who is involved in Sexual sins is to be seen as a wicked person and put away. ii. covetous 

greediness of material gain with no scruple as to the manner of obtaining it. 
iii. an idolater

Idolatry! Can a "brother" be guilty of idolatry? Yes,  
Any Christian who gives anyone or anything a higher place in his affections than he gives to God is an idolator. 


Davis Huckabee comments here saying


There are Christians who worship the mighty mammon more than the Almighty God, and those whose idolatrous actions are outwardly manifested to the reproach of the Lord and His 
church should certainly be dealt with by the church.

 Pleasure is classified as idolatry in 1 Corinthians 10:7, which may take many forms, as 
when Christians absent themselves from the Lord’s house in order to visit relatives, play golf, go fishing, engage in sports activities, or even just watch television. This giving of personal pleasure more place in the affections than God has, cannot but incur God’s displeasure.


iv. a railer



Yet another form of immorality mentioned that is to be dealt with by the church, is 

   that of the "railer" or abusive and blasphemous person. Nothing hinders the 


   testimony of a church like having a foul-mouthed person on the church roll. In many 

   cases, the foul corruption that comes out of the mouth only manifests the corruption 

   that is in the heart. 

v. a drunkard

As you know it is now popular to refer to drunkenness as a disease, yet it is not a 

  disease it is a choice of mans freewill. 

Drunkenness, sexual sins, foul mouth speech is not a sickness it is a choice. 


vi. an extortioner


An extortioner like the covetous person desires that which belongs to another, but 

also attempts to obtain the same by fraudulent or violent means
4. The second category of public sins is a disorderly walk. 2Thess.3:6




A Disorderly Walk Anything which is disorderly in nature, and which reflects back 




unfavorably upon the Lord and upon His church, is to be dealt with by the church. 



"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 



yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 



received of us" (2 Thess. 3:6).



From this passage we note: 

1. It is spoken to the brethren of the Thessalonian church, 1:1. 

2. It is spoken upon the authority of the Lord Jesus Himself: "In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

3. It is a command to separate from the disorderly brother. 

4. The reason for separation is to be "disorderliness," not personality clashes, personal 
opinion, or because of competition for church office. 

  a. Paul further amplifies this statement by saying, "...and not after the tradition which he 
received of us." 

  b. By "tradition," he does not mean the traditions of men, but  He refers to apostolic 
teaching. Any deviation from apostolic teaching of doctrines is cause for 
examination and exclusion by the church if the guilty party will not repent of his 
heresy. 

c. You will see it is also linked to being busy bodies and not working 2Thess.3:11-15

5 The Third Category of Public Sin is Heresy
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16:17).

"A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself" (Titus 3:10-11).




a. Heresy has no place in a Christian church, and that church which winks its eye at 



    
such will soon find that the leaven has permeated the whole church. 




b. Note the procedure here is to admonish the heretical person two times, then if he 





does not leave off his heresy he is to be rejected. 



c. Reject = to shun to avoid. 




d. The term heretic comes from the Greek hairesis, and originally meant "a 







choosing," then a deliberate choice, and finally, the choosing of false doctrine, or 






heresy in our modern sense. 


Let me summarize to this point.

1. We have first said sin is a very serious thing in our lives and the life of a church.


a. Do not err my beloved brethren as to the seriousness of sin. 


b. Sin ought to make us angry

2. Secondly we have said that God absolutely has given to the church body the responsibility of dealing with sin in the church.


And we spoke to you about 3 types of church discipline



i. Teaching, (instructive discipline, ie discipleship)



ii. Corrective discipline, this is the kind where people are corrected for there error.

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.




    1Ti 5:20  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.


iii. Punitive Church Discipline


   2Co 2:6  Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.

3. Thirdly we have said how we deal with people is dictated by 3 different situation. 

a) Person problems between members that have the potential to hurt the testimony and tranquility of the church.  Mt.18



b) Public sin  Immorality, disorderly walk, and heresy.

C. The Third Situation I Want to Talk to You about is the Man Who 



Professes Christ, Is 
Baptized into Our Church and Shortly Leaves Never 

To Return. 




1.  How are we to deal with such people.





a. First realize that such people typify lost people.  Mt.13:



5  Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because 
they had no deepness of earth:  6  And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no 
root, they withered away.




20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with 
joy receiveth it;






21  Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 





because of the word, by and by he is offended.




b. These are the kind of people spoken of in 1John 2:19



1Jo 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.






They are like the pig who returns to his wallow and like the dog who eats his 






vomit.





c. When you line them up to 1John the book that was written that we might know 





we have eternal life.  You will see that::






i. These people have no fellowship with Jesus Christ and the Father. 1John 1:2-3






Yet Jesus said my sheep hear my voice and they follow me. 



ii. These people are not sensitive to sin walking in the light, but they love darkness 



1John1:5





iii. There is no desire to obey God’s word, there is no looking for the return of Jesus 






Christ. There is no love for the brethren.






iv. There is no spiritual growth in their lives because they were still born.





vi. . They go on about their way doing what they have always done but there is no 





chastening of God in their life because God only chastens his own children. 






Listen: Exclusion from the church of such a false member means nothing 





to them. But they do need to be dropped from our rolls, to protect the 





integrity of our church. 






A Church is not a church roll, but an Assembly of baptized believers 






organized to carry out the Lord’s work. These people have no desire to 





assemble; they WENT OUT FROM US BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT OF US. 

Church Discipline
part 2

Scripture: Mt. 18:15-17  1Corithians 5:1-13

In this second part of teaching on punitive church discipline, I want to speak to you about 4 things. 

1. The church membership in relation to church discipline

2. The goal of church discipline

3. The need for true repentance before restoration

4. and why Discipline Seems Likes It does not work. 

I. LET US NOTE THE CHURCH IN 
RELATION TO CHURCH DISCIPLINE.


A. The Church Cannot Disregard Its Responsibility in Church Discipline. 



1Cor.5:1-5



1. As you read these verses you see that there is something more shocking to Paul 



   than that a stepson would have sex with his step mother. 




a. What an ungodly thing that is, but there is something far more SHOCKING and 


 
    that is members of the church knew it and tolerated it. 



-- Perhaps they looked at the relationship as part of their liberty in Christ.




-- Perhaps they viewed their tolerance as Christian love. 




-- Perhaps they prided themselves in not being shocked by sin, and carried the 



     attitude that we each have some wild oats to sow. 



-- Perhaps as family members they were ashamed to speak about what they knew 



    because it would bring shame upon the family. But let me say that shame upon a 



    family takes second place to God’s church and God’s name being shamed. 


2. What ever the case Paul said they should have been mourning


a. Listen: A church that is not grieved over sin in its own membership. A church 



     that is not righteously angry over sin in its members.  A church which has 




    members that will not disclosed immorality of a fellow member is a church on the 



   edge of spiritual disaster. 
b. Thus the warning by Paul, Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?7 ¶    Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

3. The obligation of a church member to disclose public immorality of a fellow church 



member is often grounded in some wrong thinking. Let me expose some of that 



thinking. 



a. Some would argue that to exclude the immoral or ungodly members of the 




church is to exclude those who most need to be in church. 




--The need here is not a Godly atmosphere, but Godly sorrow that worketh 








repentance. 




-- The need is not to be a hearer of the word, but to be a doer of the word





-- The need is not fellowship but brokenness





-- The need is not for more Instructive discipline, and corrective discipline but the 




      need is for punitive discipline.







To allow the immoral one to remain a member accomplishes nothing good. But it 






would do a lot of harm to the rest of the church body by giving the distinct 







impression that it condoned the immorality or heresy. Thus the warning:  Know 






ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?



b. Others argue that it is unjust to exclude a person for "one little mistake." 





--But we would say this is not the case at all. In the case of personal offences 






between members that threaten the church testimony and tranquility. The church 





acts only as a last resort. 





-- But you can put it down that when it is a case of public immorality it is not a 






“little mistake”.

One of the chief reasons for the failure of so many churches to multiply is that they have no testimony in the community. No church will gain many sound members if its present members are considered hypocrites. A holy walk is the duty of every member of a church, not just that of the pastor alone. And that church which forgets this soon stagnates. Davis Huckabee

-- Augustus Strong in his systematic theology books says:



The church is not a Mutual Insurance Company, whose object is to protect and shield its individual members. It is a society whose end is to represent Christ in the world, and to establish His truth and righteousness. Christ commits His honor to its keeping. The offender who is only anxious to escape judgment, and who pleads to be forgiven without delay, often shows that he cares nothing for the cause of Christ which he has injured, but that he has at heart only his own selfish comfort and reputation. The truly penitent man will rather beg the church to exclude him, in order that it may free itself from the charge of harboring iniquity. He will accept exclusion with humility, will love the church that excludes him, will continue to attend its worship, will in due time seek and receive restoration. There is always a way back into the church for those who repent. But the Scriptural method of ensuring repentance is the method of immediate exclusion.—A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology, p. 925.




c. Yet a third group would have us believe that the church either has no right 





to exercise punitive discipline, or that it is a matter of little import. But 





such a view can only be taken because of ignorance of the Bible. 

REVIEW
1. So first in relation to the church we say a church cannot disregard its responsibility in church discipline. 

a. Let me say in relations to that: when I say the church cannot disregard its responsibility I speak to members individually. Each and every member has an obligation to present to the church the knowledge they have concerning public sins by a fellow church member.  





B. Secondly The Church Needs to Practice Separation In Relation to the 


Member. 

 

1. Listen to the wording again:






 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 






But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a 





brother be a fornicator, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 





an extortioner; with such an one so not to eat. therefore put away from among 





yourselves that wicked person" (1 Corinthians 5:1-13).

"And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 18:17,18).

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16:17).

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us" (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

"A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself" (Titus 3:10-11).



2. Church discipline is suppose to be a punishment 2Cor.2:6





a. The excluded member should be put away from fellowship in the church. 






-- If he comes to church it ought to be to repent, if he comes for any other reason 







then he ought to be asked to leave. 






-- Individual members are not to fellowship with him, you should not set down to 







a meal with him. 





You are to Mark them, you are to avoid them, you are to reject them. 






You are to Withdraw yourselves...have no company with him..." (2 Thess. 






3:6, 15). 






You are to treat him as a heathen man and a publican.



3.  He is not to be seen as an enemy, but neither as a friend. He is to be 






ADMONISHED.2 Thess. 3:15, 



a. When you see the disciplined person after demission from the church on 






every occasion you are to ADMONISH HIM to get right with God. 

It is true that the guilty person is not to be treated as an enemy, yet neither is he to be 
excused for his ungodliness unless he manifests repentance for it. He is to be 
admonished as a brother even after the dismission from church fellowship.

II. NOW LET US EXAMINE THE 
GOAL OF PUNITIVE CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

A. The Goal of Punitive Church Discipline Is To Produce Shame 




2Thess.3:14

14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.


1. Church discipline is to expose sin so the sinner might be ashamed. 

 


a. In the case of Mt.18 and personal problems 

A person can become willful and seek to have his own will in opposition to the will of the church, in such case it may take the action of the church to make him realize that no individual’s will comes before the will of the church. A spiritual person, upon reflection, will be ashamed of his willful opposition to the body of Christ, and will repent. 




b. Shame of being expose and being avoided by former friends, is necessary for 





repentance. 





-- Shame will sometimes accomplish what argument will not, for some offending 






church members have the idea that their fellow members think too highly of them 




to ever vote to exclude them. 





-- Others think that the church "cannot afford to lose such a valuable member" as 





they think themselves to be. 





-- When he sees that others see his sin as serious indeed it helps to produce 






shame. 



B. Another Goal of Punitive Church Discipline is to Clear the Churches 



Name 



1. Whether or not the discipline produces shame in the immoral one, it is still to be  





exercised in order to vindicate the church, and to keep it as free from reproach, as 




possible. 



2. Corruption within a church is never improved until the corruption is purged.





 Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7 ¶ Purge out therefore the old 




leaven, that ye 
may be a new lump





a. The rotten potato will affect all the others if it is not removed.




b. A state of corruption never improves except by purging. 





Again let me say: 






One of the chief reasons for the failure of so many churches to multiply is that 





they have no testimony in the community. No church will gain many sound 






members if its 
present members are considered hypocrites. A holy walk is the duty 




of every member of a church, not just that of the pastor alone. And that church 





which forgets this soon stagnates

C. A Third Goal of Punitive Church Discipline is To Show Real Love 


1. It is not loving to let it go on hoping it will get better.




  It is not loving to be broadminded




  It is not loving to tell him that you also struggled with those things in the past




  It is loving to Exclude him. 



a. Note 1Cor. 5: 5 Here Paul points out that the really charitable thing to do for the 





man is to exclude him in order that he may be brought to repentance, or else that 




his sinning body may be destroyed so that his spirit will be saved unto the day of 





the Lord. 




b. You and I may be broadminded about such sins, but God is not, his very life lies 





in the balance. God will not allow His child to continue in gross sin; He will take 





his life first. 



Ro 6:16  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?



1Jo 5:16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him 
life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

The statement "that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (1 Cor. 5:5), does not intimate that an individual could sin to the point of not being saved in the day of the Lord. Conversely, it teaches that the Lord will not allow any born-again person to continue in sin to this point. 



Listen: When a child of God is no longer any value to accomplishing the will of God here 




upon the earth, God will take him home. 



God is not going to allow his children to continue to be used of Satan to defame His  name 




and hurt the church.





Real love is found in discipline. 






Pr 13:24¶  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.
1. The goal of church discipline is to PRODUCE SHAME

2. The goal of church discipline is to CLEAR THE CHURCHES NAME

3. The goal of church discipline is to SHOW REAL LOVE AND CONCERN

 D. Fourthly the Goal of Church Discipline is To Put Him under The 
Judgment Of  God. 



1. In being put out of the church the sinning member is placed under the sever  




    judgment of God.  5:5  5:13 




a. Once put out he is now numbered with those who are without and God judges them.




b. How solemn indeed is this! Scriptural church discipline does not result only in 




   excommunication and shame. It also carries the judgment of God.



2. The Judgment of God may Come In Various Ways. 1Co 11:30  For this cause many are 




weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.




a. The Destruction of the flesh. 



b. Physical suffering  


E.  The Fifth and ultimate purpose of church discipline is to bring 


righteousness into the persons life. 


1. The desired results of discipline is the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 

 
    which are exercised thereby" (Heb. 12:11). 




a. God wants to work Godly sorrow in our lives. 




b. No man can harden himself against God and prosper. The book of Job asks;



: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? 
1. The goal of church discipline is to PRODUCE SHAME

2. The goal of church discipline is to CLEAR THE CHURCHES NAME

3. The goal of church discipline is to SHOW REAL LOVE AND 

CONCERN

4. The goal of church discipline is to PUT HIM UNDER THE 



JUDGMENT OF GOD

5. The ultimate goal is to BRING ABOUT RIGHTEOUSNESS

III. THE THIRD THING I WANT TO SPEAK 
TO YOU ABOUT IS THERE SHOULD BE NO 
RESTORATION WITHOUT TRUE REPENTANCE.


A. We Go To The Old Testament Teaching That Governs Us In These 



Matters. Prov.28:13



13 ¶ He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

 1. Sin not only needs to be confessed but it needs to be forsaken




a. It would of been one thing for the man in Corinth to confess yes he had 




     committed fornication with his step mother. But continue on.




b. But it is quite another to confess, be broken, and quit his sinful activity.



2. I believe often churches here are to mushy with sentimentality.




a. We rush to hug and forgive the immoral one who has confessed his sin and 



    asked for forgiveness, but do we look for genuine repentance. 




b. Forgiveness is only to be granted with repentance


Lu 17:3  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him.


3. I want you to note with me 1Tim.5:19-22




a. Here Paul speaks about the treatment of Elders





-- Not to receive an accusation from only one against an elder





--vs.20 The elders that sin need to be rebuked before all, 





   vs.21 No partiality is to be shown in relation to sin






 The implication is that if an elder is to be rebuked for sin, then surely the 





church member also is accountable for his sin. 





vs. 22  I as well as others use this verse to say there needs to be caution in 







ordaining a man to the ministry. And surely the Bible tells us of the 







qualification for a bishop and warns against the ordination of a novice. 





BUT NOTE Both before and after that statement “Lays hands suddenly on no 




man” discipline is under discussion. 






  It may be that this statement instead of referring to ordination, refers to a hasty 




acceptance of a member back into the fellowship.  In such a case the church 




becomes a partaker of his sin. 

B. We Must Look For Repentance Note the Example from 2Cor.2:6-11



(I believe that it is quite possible that this man is the same of 1Cor.5)



1. We note from this passage: 




a. That the punitive discipline of the church worked. 





(1) It is called a "punishment," therefore it is not remedial only. vs.6




(2) It was inflicted  " of many", or majority, which is proof of congregational action 




        in voting. vs.6 





 -- It is not the deacon’s job to give forth the discipline.





 -- It is not the pastor’s job to give forth the discipline




      -- It is the MANYS job, the congregation the church





(3) This punishment resulted in the offender greatly sorrowing (v. 6), the desired 



         end. True repentance has true sorrow.



2. The reaction of the church. 





(1) The church is to again receive those who by godly sorrow are brought to 




        repentance. vs.7-8




(2) The penitent is not only to be forgiven, but also is to be comforted. vs.7-8


3. Paul calls upon them to confirm you’re their love toward him. vs.8 




a. Discipline is a confirmation of love. 




b. Listen it is not love to let someone go on in their sin. 

C. The Order Is Repentance Before Restoration I Want You Now To Note 


2Cor.7:10-  11




What a passage in defining repentance.



1. True repentance is Godly and not worldly.vs.10



 a. It is one thing for your sins to be found out and you are sorrowing because you 



      were caught with your hand in the cookie jar so to speak. It is another to grieve 



       with a Godly sorrow toward God. 



2. vs.11 11  For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in 




you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, 




yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.



a. This repentance wrought carefulness; the repentant one wanted to be Oh so 





careful about what he did and did not do from that point. 




b. What a clearing of yourselves What ever it took he wanted to clear his name, 





he wanted to rebuild his reputation. 



c. What indignation against himself for his sin, and against sin.  A truly repentant 





man does not want to embrace his sinful ways again but he is angry at his 





foolishness and he hates sin. 



d. What fear the truly repentant fears God; he fears the weakness of his flesh. 




e. What vehement desire a longing desire for God and the things of God




 f. What zeal for God and the things of God, he does not go through the motions in 





serving God, but he with zeal serves the God who forgave him. 



g. What revenge




h. Then note In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.




He had the desire to clear his name, what ever it took. 


3. Listen There Are All Kinds Of Things That Take Place When It Comes To Church 





Discipline That Are Flat Wrong. 



a. It is wrong for a discipline member to come back, apologize to the church, be 





forgiven and restored and then the next week go join another church. 



b. It is wrong to seek forgiveness and restoration, then two weeks later be right 





back into what you were doing before. 



c. A church ought to be quick to forgive, but a church also ought to look for real 





repentance. 




-- A truly repentant man will be willing to cooperate with the church to have 




his name cleared. 


4. For some a time of probation may be advisable, particularly when there has been 




  a problem before. 








--
One who comes in genuine repentance never objects to probation. Some who 



      look on their sin lightly and trivially have their pride hurt when asked to serve on 


        probation.





---
Proving one's self while on probation is always an honor and never a dishonor. 



      Being on probation is not being policed or doubted, but it is being given an 



      opportunity to prove one's genuineness. It is the opportunity to clear his name.

IV. WHAT ABOUT THOSE WHO SAY CHURCH 
DISCIPLINE DOES NOT WORK

A. Often It Is Said By Church Members; “We Excluded Him, But Church Discipline 

Does Not Work.”  “There has been no change, they have not come back, church discipline           
does not work “.




1. Usually these words are in reference to professing Christians whose lives have made 




church discipline necessary, but who afterward manifest no outward signs of 





repentance. It seems as though they go on apparently untouched by the judgment of 




God. 


B. What Is The Answer For Such a Situation? 



1. Sometimes the problem lies with the membership of the church. 




a. The lack of repentance can be facilitated by delay in God’s people taking action Ecc. 




8:11





11  Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men 




is  fully set in them to do evil.



b. Sometimes there is no repentance, no shame and no change because they are 



    
not saved. 





-- God does chasten his own.





De 8:5  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God 



      chasteneth thee.


Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.Heb 12:7  
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth 
not?

Here, then, is the answer! If God does not chasten a professing Christian who is guilty of flagrant sin, it is pretty obvious that God does not recognize him as one of His children. 

Let me Summarize in Closing: 

1. A Church Has an Awesome Responsibility In Discipline of Wayward Members



The Church Cannot Disregard Its Responsibility in Church Discipline



Secondly the Church Needs to Practice Separation Upon the Member

2. There Are 5 Goals Of Punitive Church Discipline


1) The Goal Of Punitive Church Discipline Is To Produce Shame 2Thess.3:14


2) Another Goal of Punitive Church Discipline is  To Clear The Churches Name 

3) A Third Goal of Punitive Church Discipline is To Show Real Love 


4) The Goal of Church Discipline is To Put Him Under The Judgment Of God. 


5)  The Fifth and ultimate purpose of church discipline is to bring righteousness 


into the persons life. 
3. There can be no forgiveness and restoration without true repentance.

4. Church discipline will work, God as a loving Father will discipline his children


a. The lack of repentance can be facilitated by the delay of God’s people in taking 

action.

  b. The lack of repentance speaks to the person not really being the child of God.

Other Men's Comments on Church Discipline

Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.Heb 12:7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?
CHURCH DISCIPLINE THE BIBLE WAY
 
A study of 1 Corinthians 5

The term church discipline might sound harsh and cruel to the ears of this pampered, self-esteem mad generation, but true discipline is neither. Church discipline is a matter of love--love for God, love for holiness, love for the truth, love for Christ's testimony in the church, love for the brethren, and love for the unsaved who are observing the church's testimony and who might stumble and be offended and therefore not get saved if sin is not disciplined. "So long as the churches fail to preserve a pure membership, so long as they refuse to purge out the obvious leaven, so long as they fail to seek to reconcile those who may have been excluded, there is little hope for any improvement in the condition of the churches, and good reason to expect the churches to move in the opposite direction" (Davis Huckabee, The Constitution of the Church).


Most Baptist churches subscribed to the Baptist church covenant, and the person who unites with a Baptist church puts himself under that covenant, part of which is the pledge to "abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage..." If a person is not willing to subscribe to the Baptist church covenant in whole, he should not present himself for membership in a Baptist church:

That church which knowingly allows a member to exercise such ungodliness violates its own covenant as well as the express teaching of the Bible. Contrary to many persons’ beliefs, a church is not a social organization which exists only for the pleasure of its members. It has a divine commission to discharge, and this it cannot do if it is carrying a load of immoral deadwood. (Davis Huckabee, The Constitution of the Church).

 Never has the instruction of 1 Corinthians 5 been more relevant and important than at this present time.

1. PAUL DESCRIBES THE NEED AND OCCASION FOR DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:1).

a. The sin was public. It was common knowledge. It was not a private matter but was "reported commonly." "The heinous sins of professed Christians are quickly noted and noised abroad. We should walk circumspectly, for many eyes are upon us, and many mouths will be opened against us if we fall into any scandalous practice" (Matthew 
Henry).

b. The sin was grave. There are many sins of commission and omission that are committed by believers, but not all are the object of church discipline, which is intended for particularly grave sins, the kind that bring serious reproach upon the church and the testimony of Christ. "Note that persons ought not to be in this severe and solemn 
manner proceeded against, but for notorious, scandalous sins. To denounce this awful censure upon every slight and trivial occasion, is to prostitute one of the most venerable ordinances of Christ to contempt and scorn" (Burkitt).

In this particular case, a church member was committing fornication with his father's wife. Paul does not say that she was his own mother; she was probably, therefore, his stepmother. It could be that he had enticed his father's wife away from him, because 2 Cor. 7:12 mentions two people, one who had done the wrong and one who had 
suffered the wrong.

This sin was so grave that even the unbelievers avoided it. Incest, such as with one's own father's wife, was not tolerated. Even though it was committed at rare times, it was universally approbated. "That this offence was regarded with abhorrence by even the heathens has been abundantly proved by quotations from classic writers. Cicero 
says of the offence, expressly, that 'it was an incredible and unheard-of crime.' The crime was known in a few instances, but chiefly of those who were princes and rulers; but it was nowhere regarded with approbation, but was always treated as abominable 
wickedness" (Barnes).

Paul lists six categories of grave sins that should be the object of church discipline (1 Cor. 5:11):

Fornication. This is a broad term for sexual impurity. It refers to fornication outside out marriage (1 Cor. 7:2) and to adultery within marriage (Mat. 5:32). It is likened to "concupiscence" in 1 Thess. 4:3-5, which refers more particularly to the lusting aspect of sexual impurity. A believer would be a fornicator, therefore, who engages in homosexuality, incest, rape, bestiality, the use of pornography, and other such sexual impurities.

Covetousness. This means "to desire inordinately; to desire that which it is unlawful to obtain or possess; excessively eager to obtain and possess (Webster). A church member who is covetous and therefore who should be disciplined for this sin will be 
characterized by the following:

It is to be dissatisfied with one's lot; to be greedy. Covetousness is to desire that which is not my own or that which is forbidden (Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21; Josh. 7:21).

Covetousness is to enrich oneself at the expense of others; it is to oppress and use others for one's own selfish ends (Prov. 28:16; Mic. 5:2).

Covetousness is to love and pursue money and personal wealth instead of being content with the basic needs of life and rather to pursue righteousness and the will of (1 Tim. 6:6-11). It is to make possessions the focus of one's life (Lk. 12:15).

Idolatry. This refers to worshipping idols or to putting some material possession or pleasure in the place of God and to bestow upon it the love and devotion that belongs to God alone.

Railing. This means to heap abuse upon another, to revile. The same Greek word (loidoros) is translated "reviler" in 1 Cor. 6:10. "A reproachful man; a man of coarse, harsh, and bitter words; a man whose characteristic it was to abuse others; to vilify their 
character, and wound their feelings" (Barnes).

Drunkenness. To be intoxicated and controlled by foreign substances, either by alcohol or drugs.

Extortion. "The act or practice of wresting anything from a person by force, duress, menaces, authority, or by any undue exercise of authority, or by any undue exercise of power; illegal exaction; illegal compulsion to pay money, or to do some other act" (Webster). See Ps. 109:11; Ezek. 22:12.

Note: These sins listed by Paul are in no way a complete list of what calls for church discipline. There are a number of others conditions that call for church discipline. Among other reasons are: 

1 False Doctrine. I Tim. 6:1-5; I Tim. 1:19-20; II Tim. 2:16-18. 

2 A disorderly walk. II Thess. 3:6-15. 

Pastor Jim Eliff comments: 

We must address the issue of persistent sin among our members, including their sinful failure to attend the stated meetings of the church. This must be done by reestablishing the forgotten practice of church discipline. Each church should adopt guidelines that state just what will happen when a member falls into sin, including the sin of non-attendance or very nominal attendance. Such discipline for non-attendance is clearly found in the history of Baptists—but more importantly, in the Bible. See Hebrews 10:25

3 Divisions contrary to Bible doctrine. Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 3:10; Acts 20:28-32. 

4 Unrepentant attitude over sin. Matt. 18:17

2. PAUL DESCRIBES THE WRONG ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH TOWARD DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:2).

a. They were puffed up and proud rather than humbled and mourning because of the sin.

What does "puffed up" mean? It is from the Greek word "phusioo," which means "to inflate" and describes a haughty, proud spirit, the very opposite of the meekness that characterizes a spiritual Christian. It is used seven times in the New Testament, six of which are in 1 Corinthians. It is therefore used particularly to describe one of the characteristics of carnal the Christian. The Corinthians were "puffed up" against one another (1 Cor. 4:6), against Paul (1 Cor. 4:18), in regard to the sin in their midst (1 Cor. 5:2), and in regard to their conceit about how knowledgeable they were (1 Cor. 8:1).

What was the result of their being puffed up?


They were so puffed up, so spiritual in their own thinking, that they did not mourn about the sin that was in their midst. They weren't proud of the sin; they were too proud to be concerned about the sin.


As a result of their pride and misguided self esteem they did not deal with the most important things in the Christian life and church but rather focused on things of no consequence. Instead of being concerned for the testimony of Christ and dealing with sin (1 Cor. 5) and error (2 Cor. 11:1-4) they were caught up in human philosophy, 
vain wrangling, exalting men more than the Word of God allows, and other such things.

Other observations about their pride and the failure to deal with sin:

Their attitude toward this matter was probably associated with their carnal divisions. The fornicator was doubtless a member of one of the divisions, if not one of the leaders, and the church as a whole was too busy fussing with one another and too busy following their favorite leaders to care about this sin. Those of the man's own faction were doubtless busy defending him.

Perhaps they were puffed up in a false perception of Christian liberty. Perhaps they are like the "rock and roll Christian" crowd today that thinks it is free to love the world and Christ, too. Perhaps they did not understand the truth taught by Peter in 1 Pet. 2:16 -- "As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God."

3. PAUL DESCRIBES THE PROPER SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE GOD'S PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE ABOUT DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:3).

a. The sin should be judged. God's people should be more concerned about obeying Him and about preserving His testimony than about the feelings of any one person or group of persons.

b. Note that Paul did not feel it was necessary to visit the church and see the situation for himself. The matter was public knowledge and no further investigation was necessary. He didn't see any need to find out why the man would act as he did, to see if there were perhaps "extenuating circumstances." It was enough to know that such a grave sin was taking place and that the sinner was unrepentant and persistent in his sin. This is also an example for us in regard to judging sin and error that is committed by men in other places. If the sin and error is a fact and the evidence of it is irrefutable, such as by published writings, it is not wrong to judge it, and in the case of preachers who have the ear of the public, to warn about it.

4. PAUL DESCRIBES THE WAY OF DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:2-5).

a. It was to be done by the church (1 Cor. 5:4, "when ye are gathered together"). Even Paul the apostle did not exercise this discipline. It was to be done by the church. There is no higher body of appeal in the N.T. dispensation than the assembly. It is the "pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). Denominational practices of establishing headquarters and committees and judicial bodies outside of the church and to which the church must appeal its decisions are unscriptural and destructive to the work of Christ. The New Testament assembly has the authority to ordain its own pastors (Acts 14:23), to send out its own missionaries (Acts 13:1-4), and to carry out its own discipline (1 Cor. 5).

b. It was to be done in an assembly of the church (1 Cor. 5:4). It was not to be done merely by the pastors acting alone or by the pastors and deacons; it was to be a function of the entire church assembled together for this purpose. "It was to be done also when they were gathered together, in full assembly. The more public the more solemn, and the more solemn the more likely to have a good effect on the offender. Note, Church-censures on notorious and incorrigible sinners should be passed with great solemnity. Those who sin in this manner are to be rebuked before all, that all may fear, 1 Tim. 5:20" (Matthew Henry).

c. It was to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by His power (1 Cor. 5:4). See also Mt. 18:18-19. Dismissing someone from the church is not a light matter. There are often many doubts and fears. Will it hurt the church? Has everything possible and proper been done to correct the problem in other ways? Will some protest and 
sympathize with the offender? How will the erring one(s) react? How will his or her friends or relatives react? I recall a church that had to discipline a member for marrying an unsaved man; and the offending party's mother and sister sided with her and all of them left the church. This is not uncommon. The power of God is needed in exercising church discipline, and the Bible promises that His power and blessing will be available when His people are earnestly trying to walk in obedience to Him. Along these lines I received the following note from a pastor: "I brought a lady before our Church back in 1999 because she would not repent of the poker machines [used for gambling] in the restaurant she just purchased. They had her picture on the front page of the paper with the poker machines behind her and her smiling. I found out about the poker machines when I got the newspaper out of the paper box that Sunday morning. She promised me she would get them out, and I explained to her what we would do if she did not repent. Well to make a long story short, she held on to the poker machines! After we excommuniated her out of the Church I sent her a letter to let her know. But she already knew what was going to happen. She took the letter to the news media and the newspaper. I had poker parlors calling my house and screaming and cussing at me and threatening to come to our Church and disrupt our worship. There was only one Church that stood with us openly! Every other Baptist Church around, Southern Baptist or Independent, seemed to dodge the issue. We are an Independent Baptist Church. We stood firm upon the Word of God and He has blessed our Church because of it. I, for one, believe in practicing what the Bible says! And I thank God that the poker parlors were shut down in my state of South Carolina on my Birthday July 1st 2000!"

d. The sinner is to be delivered unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh (1 Cor. 5:5). This refers to turning the unrepentant offender over to Satan's domain, the world, and over to Satan's power for punishment. See Job 2:7; Lk. 13:16; 22:31-32; 2 Cor. 2:7; 1 Tim. 1:20; 1 Jn. 5:16.

This is not for the destruction of the person himself or for the destruction of his body, but for the destruction of "the flesh." It is for the purpose of destroying fleshly lust, of bringing the man to conviction and repentance about living according to the flesh. Of 
course, there is a sin unto death, so it is always possible that an unrepentant sinner will die (1 Jn. 5:16).

Note that the Scripture promises here that the erring saint's spirit would be saved. Paul can't mean here that there is some possibility that a true believer might not be saved unless he is turned over to the devil. He has already promised that God would keep them (1 Cor. 1:8). When he says "that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus," he is talking about God being justified in His work of salvation. Since God deals with the sin of erring believers in this world and chastens those who sin, He is not unrighteous in saving their spirits in the day of the Lord Jesus. The doctrine of eternal security does not mean that someone can be saved and "live as they please." It means that if a person is truly saved he will have a changed life and if he does try to live according to the flesh, he will be chastened. The fact that he is chastened is an evidence of his salvation (Heb. 12:7-8).

e. The sinner is to be put out of the assembly (1 Cor. 5:3, 13).

The brethren are not to keep company with him (1 Cor. 5:11). There was to be no close association with the man as long as he was under discipline. Though they might spend brief amounts of time with him, they were not to "keep company" with him, meaning not to have the close association with him they had prior to this. They are not to act as if nothing serious has occurred. This is for the purpose of shaming him and enforcing upon him the gravity of this matter. The brethren were not to act as if nothing had changed in their relationship with the individual under discipline.

The other members were not to eat with him (1 Cor. 5:11). The eating in this verse can refer to personal social eating as well as to eating the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11:26, 29).

f. It is important to note that this is the extent of the church's authority in regard to discipline or so-called excommunication. It has no authority to punish anyone physically, to imprison them, to torture them or to put them to death. Anytime churches have gone 
beyond the bounds of 1 Corinthians 5 and have become persecutors they have proven themselves to be false churches, to be wolves rather than sheep.

5. PAUL DESCRIBES THE REASONS FOR DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:6-8).

a. Church discipline is for their testimony's sake. The church must maintain a good testimony before the unbelieving community (1 Cor. 5:1). The matter was common knowledge in the church and doubtless in the community, as well. The church bears the name of Jesus Christ and represents Christ in this world. It is the light that the world sees, and if the light is corrupted by open and grave sin, the world will be offended at Christ. Compare Ph. 2:14-15; 1 Pet. 2:9-12.

b. Church discipline is to please the Lord (1 Cor. 5:4). This action was to be taken "in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." Church discipline is what Christ has commanded and what He desires. In Titus 2:14 we see that a pure church pleases the Lord because this is His purpose in redemption.

c. Church discipline is to correct erring church members (1 Cor. 5:5). See 2 Cor. 2:6-8, where the sinning member was to be restored. As we exercise church discipline, we must ever keep in mind that our goal is not to destroy people but to help them if at all possible.

d. Church discipline is to protect the church from being permeated with sin and error (1 Cor. 5:6-8). Sin is a leaven that can quickly spread.

There are two types of leaven mentioned in the New Testament: the moral leaven of sin (1 Cor. 5:6) and the doctrinal leaven of false teaching (Gal. 5:7-9). Scripture does not use the term "leaven" of something good.

Leaven is yeast, which spreads throughout the dough. Sin and false teaching are called "leaven" because if moral and doctrinal impurities are not corrected they have the potential to spread through the body and corrupt it.

Therefore, unrepentant sin and false teaching cannot be ignored in the vain hope that the problem will somehow disappear on its own, because God tells us that it will definitely spread. It must be dealt with in a clear and biblical fashion.

Paul uses the feast of unleavened bread to typify the church (1 Cor. 5:7-8).

The feast of unleavened bread was preceded by the Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). See Ex. 12:1-14. In the Passover we learn that our salvation was by substitutionary sacrifice. It is a matter of Christ purchasing salvation "for us," acting in our behalf before God through His one offering on the Cross. "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). "The weight of all our sin was laid upon his innocent shoulders: our guilt became his, by a voluntary susception of the punishment, and consequently the sufferings of this sacrifice are imputed to us. He took our sins upon himself, as if he had actually sinned; and gave us the benefit of his sufferings, as if we had actually suffered and satisfied" (Burkitt). Note that the believers at Corinth are said to be "unleavened" (1 Cor. 5:7). This is their positional standing before God in Christ. They were clothed in His righteousness, even though they were still sinners in this world. Paul is saying, "Since you are saved and sanctified, live like it!"

Immediately after the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread began and lasted for seven days (Exodus 12:15, 18-20). During this feast, the Jews were not allowed to have any sort of leaven in their homes. This depicted putting sin out of one's life following redemption (which was typified by application of the blood upon the door ports and the eating of the Passover lamb). See Eph. 2:8-10, where we see that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ but that we are saved "unto good works." As the feast of unleavened bread was kept for seven days, and with seven being the number of perfection and completion, we are taught that believers are to keep themselves holy 
throughout their Christian lives.

Paul instructs the brethren at Corinth to keep the feast of unleavened bread in its truest sense, not by putting actual leaven from their homes but by putting sin our of their lives and churches.

Christians are to keep the feast of unleavened bread by putting away all malice and wickedness. This refers to all sins, both of the spirit (malice, envy, hatred, wrath, strife, covetousness etc.) and of the flesh (fornication, drunkenness, theft, lying, revellings, 
etc.), sins both external and internal.

Christians are to keep the feast of unleavened bread by sincerity and truth. The emphasis here is on honesty and candor and openness and a rejection of all hypocrisy.

e. Church discipline is to restrain sin (1 Tim. 5:20). See also Deut. 13:11; 17:12-13; 19:18-20; Acts 5:1-11. "Modern psychology objects to a negative approach and opposes commandments and warnings. God's Word does not support such a theory, for the theory ignores the awful fact of a depraved human nature. It would be ideal if men could be encouraged to live godly lives without any warning of judgment upon ungodliness. But to suppose they will do so is idealistic and contrary to all observation, as well as to Scripture. God warns of impending judgment and says, 'It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God' (Heb. 10:31). 'Because there is wrath, beware...' (Job 36:18). If sin goes unjudged in a church, we are thereby inviting others to become self-indulgent. It will not do to plead 'love' as a basis for neglect. ... God does not put love and punishment in opposition to each other. He says, 'For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth...' (Heb. 12:5-11). The church has a solemn responsibility to restrain sin by proper discipline. If we do not exercise the judgment, the Lord will (1 Cor. 11:31-32)" (Paul R. Jackson, The Doctrine and Administration of the Church).

6. PAUL DESCRIBES THE EXTENT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE (1 Cor. 5:9-13).

Note: Paul seems to mention here a previous letter that he had written to the church at Corinth. Together with many other of his epistles, this first one to Corinth has perished and we know nothing about it beyond this brief mention. God chose which of the apostolic epistles were to be divinely inspired and canonized and preserved, and those that He chose are all that we need (2 Tim. 3:16-17). (Some commentators believe that Paul was referring here to an earlier portion of this same epistle, though we do not accept this view.)

a. Discipline does not extend to those who are outside of their company, those who are "of this world" (1 Cor. 5:10).

If the believer were to try to separate from all sinners he would have to go out of the world. Paul explains that this is not what he is talking about. He knows that the believer must associate to some extent, in a wise and careful way, with the unsaved who are 
fornicators and such. He associates with them in commerce, in employment, in politics, in public works. He lives in the towns and cities with them, stays in their hotels, eats in their restaurants, works in their employment, shops in their stores. This is a normal and expected part of the Christian life.

We see that we are not to hold the unsaved to Christian standards. It is not possible to "Christianize" the world. That is why I do not join programs that seek to enforce biblical righteousness on secular corporations. I am not surprised if Wal-Mart or the Ford Motor 
Corporation or the Disney Corporation is unrighteous! What else would they be? My business in this present world is not to try to Christianize the world but to preach the Gospel to it so that it can have an opportunity to be saved and to be an example to it so that my light shines in the darkness and hopefully some will be convicted and 
drawn to Christ.

We see that the church has no authority to discipline the world. The church is not the world and the world is not the church. The Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant denominations greatly erred in this, confusing the church with society at large and attempting to exercise authority over the unregenerate.

We see here that the entire monastic system that rose up in the early centuries after the apostles and that flourished during the Dark Ages and that is still with us to some degree is unscriptural and misguided. It is not God's will that we move to a commune and live isolated from the world. God wants us to be in the world but not of the world, to witness to the world but not to be conformed to the world. "Paul emphasized once again the importance of separation from the world. Christians are not to be isolated, but separated. We cannot avoid contact with sinners, but we can avoid contamination by sinners" (The Bible Exposition Commentary).

b. The churches are to discipline those who are professing Christians and who are of their company (1 Cor. 5:11-12).

Notice that Paul says "if any man that is called a brother." Thus he does not expect us to know for sure whether the individual is saved or to have to make such a decision. It is enough that the individual calls himself a Christian.

Not only does the individual have to be a professing Christian to be put under discipline, but he has to be a member of that church. A church has no business disciplining those who are not a part of it. It cannot discipline the unsaved or casual visitors or even believers who are members of other churches. Paul did not teach that the church 
at Corinth could discipline members of the church at Jerusalem or the church at Ephesus. Each church practices its own discipline of its own members.

7. FINALLY WE SEE THE ATTITUDE OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE

God's people must be careful to maintain the proper attitude when dealing with sinning Christians and not to give the Devil a place.


a. We should have the attitude that we are doing this for the Lord's sake and not for our own, not to please ourselves but our Saviour (1 Cor. 5:4).


b. We should have the attitude of humility and mourning (1 Cor. 5:1). See Gal. 6:1.

c. We should have the attitude of compassion for those who have sinned and are being disciplined (1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Cor. 7:12).

d. We should have the attitude of a zeal for holiness and righteousness (1 Cor. 5:8).
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