INTRODUCTION
THE CALL TO THE MINISTRY

SCRIPTURE: Acts 13:1-3


¶ Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.


From time to time we hear of someone that has declared that he has been called to preach. Just what kind of call is he speaking about? Is it vocal, is it emotional, how can we know it is genuine?  There is the story of the young country boy that came to his pastor, relating that he had been called into the ministry. Upon questioning of how it came about, the young man told the pastor about seeing the letters P C formed distinctly in the clouds, and concluded it could mean nothing else but to "Preach Christ." The Pastor pondering a moment, said " no son  you have read it wrong, I am sure the clouds were saying "Plow Corn." 


Let me assure you that God has not left such an important thing as calling men to serve him to the whim of men, but has a good deal to say about it in His word. It must go beyond some spine-tingling experience, the throbbing of the heart, or some choice of man, God must be involved. 

GOD DOES CALL MEN INTO THE MINISTRY


The first thing I would like for you to note in this passage in Acts 13 is in verse 2, where we see  God the Holy Spirit declaring "I have called them." Some men choose the ministry as a profession, like another would choose to be a lawyer or a doctor. Others say that because we have a command to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature" we do not need a call. It is granted that each member of the church is commanded to be witnesses (Acts 1:8) but the Bible declares that GOD CALLS MEN into the ministry.

Numerous Bible Passages Speak of God Calling Men.

    After the resurrection of Jesus Christ before his ascension into heaven, the apostle Peter declared "I go a fishing"(John 21:3) intending to go back to his old occupation. But as B.H. Carroll says “A backslidden preacher makes a poor farmer or anything else”.
 He fished all night and caught nothing. Then Jesus comes along and CALLS him saying “Feed my lambs, feed my sheep, feed my sheep. (John 21:15-17) Though previously called on the shores of the sea of Galilee, Jesus new exactly where Peter was at, spiritually and physically, and he comes dealing with Peter in a very personal call back to the ministry. 

    Paul, in speaking to the Pastors in and around the city of Ephesus made it very plain that it was GOD who had "appointed" them to be the overseers of their perspective churches. Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

.    When Paul spoke to the young preacher Timothy about his own ministry he states,” I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful putting me into the ministry” (1 Tim.1:12)


   Pastoring is not a profession to be chosen by men, preachers are not momma called and papa sent. The ministry is not a business, but a MINISTRY. It is God that calls, not the Pastor not the church, not the Sunday School teacher. 

The Call To The Ministry Is Not A General Call But A Personal Call

The call to the ministry is not a work of God that is mystic and mysterious. When He calls a man it is a very personal call, and it can be known. In the second verse of Acts 13 we can see that the call of God was very personal. The words are “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” God personally knew Barnabas and Saul. He had a purpose and plan for their lives, he had gifted them and called them with a calling. God was not 

going to change His mind, for “the gifts and the callings of God are without repentance” (ROM 11:29) 


Let me give you a little bit of Eastern Oregon philosophy (The rural area of the country in which I grew up.)  about this business of being called to the ministry.  


I once had a preacher friend who had resigned his church and was working in the secular world. It burned within him to be pastoring, he kept his ear to the ground and eyes open in trying to find a church he could candidate at, he worked himself into quite a frenzy trying to help God out. Finally one day his dear wife set him down and said; "Look husband, God is not STUPID, He knows where you are at, when He wants you He will come and get you."


That's the way it is with the call into the ministry. God knows exactly where you are at and he knows how to convey to your heart what He wants of you. The call to the ministry is a PERSONAL CALL.

God's call to Isaiah was a very personal call "Whom will I send, and who will go for us? (Isaiah 6:8.)   Gods call to Jeremiah was also a very personal, one which you can read about in Jeremiah 1:4-10.


The call of God upon Paul's life was felt with a heavy personal responsibility.  “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.(1Corinthians 9:16)


In calling a man, God places a desire to answer the call into the heart of the man cp.(1 Tim.3:1) Though few at first desire to preach, God works in their  hearts the desire. As he did in Jeremiah when his "word was in his heart as a burning fire. And he could not stay it."

THE CALL TO THE PASTORATE IS MORE THAN THE CALL TO PREACH 


I think there needs to be a distinction made between being a proclaimer of Gods word (a preacher) and the call to be a Pastor and/or Missionary. All members of the church ought to proclaim Gods word, some may even have the ability to deliver a sermon, but being gifted to speak is not enough to validate one becoming a Pastor of a church.We are each called upon to be a witness as seen in . Acts 1:8 “Ye shall be witnesses unto me."   Revelation says" let him that heareth say, Come and let him that is athirst come"   In Acts it tells us “ Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen traveled as far as Phenice and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.” Not all these were ordained men, but they went preaching the word.


The office of pastor is something more than just having the desire to preach.

   1. It Is An Biblical Office in The Church I Tim.3:1

 2.Note the Names The Bible Uses For The Pastor That Indicates The Office Involves Much ore Than Just Delivering a Message.

     A  Elder, Titus 1:5-7 Ruler presiding officer

     B  Pastor, Eph.4:11 Shepherding the flock

     C  Preacher, proclaims Gods word

     D  Teacher, teacher of God's word. 

     E  Bishop, overseer

   3. Five different hats wore by the pastor of the local Church

    The church is a working force carrying out the work of God, The pastor is the Overseer (Bishop) of that work. 

    The Church is a group of people assembling together, the Pastor is the Elder, the presiding officer over that group. 


The church is a flock of Gods sheep, The Pastor is the shepherd over Gods flock.


The church is an audience, the pastor as a Preacher, proclaims Gods word to you the listening audience

        The church is a school, the pastor as a Teacher teaches at the school..

IT IS A CALL THAT NEEDS CHURCH APPROVAL  


Because the Pastorate (whether in an established church, or beginning a church as a missionary) is an office in the church, than we would expect the church to be involved some way in determining who really qualifies. Just because Joe Church member says God has called him to preach it does not necessarily mean that he has. He may need to go "plow corn". Not only is this a logical conclusion, but it is the Biblical precedent. Gods word instructs his local churches to be involved in the approval of men to the ministry.


In Acts 13:2 God said to the Church at Antioch "Separate me Barnabas and Saul”. When God calls a man to the ministry, there also needs to be a church to put their stamp of approval on that call.


When you study the life of Paul, you will note that though called to preach, he did not immediately take on any great responsibilities of Pastoring or preaching until a good deal of time past, and until the church approved.

   a. Acts 9:15-16;26:13-19 His call 

   b. Gal.1:15-2:1 The events in between his call and becoming an ordained Missionary took about 14 years cp. Gal. 2:1 14 
with Acts 11:30 and Acts 15

   c. Paul is not sent out under church approval until Acts 13


We ought to learn some lessons from this. Churches need to watch ordaining newly called men into the ministry. New converts ought not be rushed into the ministry as Timothy says “ Not a novice”(1Tim.3:6) . Men ought to go through a time of "proving" in a church before they are turned loose to go out and pastor.” Note 1 Tim.3:10 a , where in reference to ordaining deacons in a church the Bible says, “and let these also first be proved”(The word "also" makes this a qualification not only for the deacon but also the Bishop.) There is really no need to ordain any man until God has for him a specific church or mission field for him to go to. The Bible example is men received approval by the church or designated men from the church, before they ventured forth on their own. Paul preached before he was ordained. Paul taught before he was ordained.  Paul was called of God before he was ordained. But before he went forth to start churches and pastor them he was "Separated by the church".


Paul in writing to both Timothy (1 Tim3:1-7) and to Titus (Titus 1:7-9) gives them qualifications for a man to be a Pastor of a church. These qualifications are not suggestions by 

God, but they are a MUST (A bishop must be blameless etc,)(1 Tim.3:1.) It is absolutely the local New Testament church's responsibility to make sure their Pastors and young men sent out of their church meet these MUST'S of the Bible. If we fail, we have done Gods churches and Gods people a grave injustice.


In the chapters to follow we will be dealing with these qualifications at length. But before we get to that I am going to take the first chapters of this book and note some of the men of the Bible who were personally called by God. The personal study of these men, and Gods work in their lives in calling and equipping them has been a tremendous blessing in my life. Through them I better understand Gods working in my life. These men were just men, but OH how their example prods me to keep on keeping on. In the last part of the book we are going to explore the meaning of the word “ordain” , what the purpose of the laying on of the hands is, and give some practical suggestions to a church that some day may be involved in ordaining some young man into the ministry.

The Calling

In the first six chapters of this book we are going to look at the work of God in the lives of both Old Testament and New Testament saints in calling them to the ministry. 

We will be noting the calls of Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, Ezekiel and the four Disciples.  The examples of these men have been a blessing to me. I hope that they will be to you, and that they will stir you to pray for laborers for the harvest. 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest .
Section One
 Chapter 1

The Call of Abraham

Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-8

     Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him,  And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.

     In the book of Romans, chapter 11 and the 29th verse we have a verse that sheds a great deal of light on this subject of being called into the ministry.  “For the gifts and the callings of God are without repentance."

     It is a wonderful thing to be saved, and to realize that God has a purpose for your life. God has a particular will and call for each of us, a desire for us of which He will never change his mind about.

     I am afraid that we often do not obtain all that God has for us in this life.  I am convinced that we often think of God’s calling upon our lives as something very mysterious, often even mystic at times. In the next few chapters I want to examine some of the calls of God upon men. I believe through looking at these calls we will be able to better understand the dealing of God in our own personal life. We will first look at the call of Abraham.

 THE CALL OF ABRAHAM WAS WITHOUT REPENTANCE

     When we begin our consideration of the call of Abraham it is important to note the exact wording of God's Bible in Genesis 12:1. The Bible says "The Lord had said." This is not the first time God had dealt with Abraham about leaving his country and kindred and going to a land God would show him. At the time of these words Abraham was dwelling in Haran (Genesis 11:31) but God had called him to leave his family and country while he was still dwelling in UR, before he ever went to Haran. Note the account found in Acts 7:2-4.

     "And he said , Men, brethren and fathers, hearken; The God of glory, appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran (Haran). And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran:and from thence,when his father was dead, he removed him into this land wherein ye now dwell.”

     It seems as though Abraham had good intentions in trying to obey Gods call, he left UR, but he did not leave his kindred and he stopped in Haran, not yet going to the land of Canaan. He started to go, but he stopped. "Good intentions" is not enough. When God called Abraham he had a plan in mind for him, and God never did and never would "repent" of that plan. Partial obedience will never be full obedience. The call of God is a call of total surrender and obedience. Abraham was never going to be used in the fashion God wanted to use him until he completely obeyed the demands of God upon his life. He especially needed to separate from his kindred for they were "Idol Worshippers". Joshua 24:2 declares "And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel. Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor; and they served other gods”.  Now that his father is dead, God again comes to Abraham and is telling him to get on with the program. When you and I look back in hind sight, knowing what it was that God intended for Abraham, knowing that in and through Abraham, God wanted to bless "all the families of the earth." (ie. that through Abraham Jesus would come) It is nearly incomprehensible to see Abraham dragging his feet to complete surrender and obedience. Though God was capable of raising up another man to take the place of Abraham and still bless the world with Christ. The inescapable fact is, God wanted to use him, and Gods calling to him was without repentance.

     What concerns me today is that there may be some who read this who are dragging their feet to total surrender to God's call upon their lives. We MUST realize that God means business when he calls a person to work for him. He is not about to repent of what He has asked of you and I. The very souls of men may lay in the balance.

     What about you today? Are you wholly obeying the call of God upon your life? The calling to salvation by repentance and faith cannot be answered by church attendance, moral living, or anything else. But for the blessings of God on our lives there must be complete surrender and obedience to God. The call to the ministry of preaching will not be fulfilled by a Sunday school class. The call to be a faithful mother and wife, cannot be fulfilled with just being a full time mother on Saturdays and Sunday, and day caring your children Monday through Friday. What is it God is calling you to do, what has he gifted you with the ability of doing? What ever it is, half-heartedness, and partial compliance will never be complete obedience.

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM WAS NOT ONLY WITHOUT REPENTANCE, BUT IT 

WAS A CALL TO SEPARATION
    Gods words to Abraham were words of separation, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred." Separation from his country, and separation from his idol worshipping family. It seems as though we live in a time when there is a great drought in preachers being called into the ministry. At times I am made to wonder why? The needs have never been greater than they are today. Surely God is not failing in calling men to total surrender. But could it be that those called are not willing to separate from the world. As God goes to and fro in the earth seeking those whose hearts are perfect toward Him, so He can show himself strong, is He not finding any willing to be wholly separated unto Him?      Gods call to all His children is a call of separation, but separation is especially necessary for 

those called into the ministry. Paul in writing to both Timothy (1 Tim3:1-7) and to Titus (1:7-9) gives them qualifications for a man to be a Pastor of a church. These qualifications are not suggestions by God, but they are a MUST (A bishop must be blameless etc,). 

     It seems as though in the day we live, Gods men and Gods churches are trying to attract the world by living as close to the worlds standards as they can. They have adopted the music of the world, the dress code of the world, and many times the thinking of the world. But Gods call for his people is a call of separation, and it is not a call of which he is going to repent.

     Hear the call of God:

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God; and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.(2 Corinthians 6:14-17)

     When we are saved we must realize that we no longer belong to this world.

If ye were of  the world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not of the world but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  (John 15:19)

     Gods call is not to conformity to the world but a transformation of our thinking. 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this word, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable , and perfect will of God.

GOD'S CALL IS TO BE OBEYED BY FAITH

     The call upon Abraham was a call that could only be answered by faith. (Hebrews 11:8-10) 
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the 

heirs with him of the same promise; for he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God”.
  Abraham was leaving his family, he was leaving the land of high civilization to go dwell in a land where he would call a tent his home. The comforts of a house were going to be left behind, the family that he loved would see him no more. He was going forth to a land which he knew very little about, and one he had never seen. How did he do it?  BY FAITH, Not faith in faith, not a faith that said, "if I just hold out, everything will be all right". But a faith placed in GOD. 

The outcome of it all rested in God for it is he that said  "I will shew thee," (Gen 12:1)"I will make of thee"(Gen.12:2) and "I will bless thee"(Gen.12:3).

     I think of Abraham traveling on day by day on his trek from Mesopotamia into the land of Canaan, I think of him coming to an overlook from a rise in the landscape and looking out wondering if here God would let him settle. Yet never finding that city for  which he looked. I think of him as a stranger dwelling in a strange land his home a tent. What kept him going on? FAITH, faith in God. Abraham was looking for a city, but it had to be the one whose builder and maker was God, than he would feel at home. This world is not our home, and we are to travel through it by faith, looking for a city which has foundation. You can read about that city in 

Revelation 21, I am looking forward to seeing its foundation. Any city that is 1500 miles cube is a city with some great foundations.

     I remember reading a story that took place in the days of Theodore Roosevelt the great president of the USA. Roosevelt had been to Africa on one of his hunting trips that he was famous for, and was returning home by ship to America. Also on board the ship was an old gray haired missionary and his wife who had given the best years of their lives to bringing the gospel messages to the peoples of Africa. As the ship came to dock, a great crowd of people cheered the return of Theodore Roosevelt. From the rail of the ship the missionary eagerly scanned the crowd for someone he knew who had come to greet him, and help him with the heavy luggage he had. The crowd began to thin, without one greeting or acknowledgment for the missionary. With weary bones and a heavy heart he dragged their trunks off the ship and searched for lodging for 

the night. As they prepared for the night in an economy rate hotel, weary and worn from the journey, and coming home with no greeting, the missionary's wife began to weep. "Why are you crying", he asked his wife. She replied, "over the past decades, we have given our lives to God in Africa  we have sacrificed, we have suffered hardships, we have been faithful to preach the gospel to the lost of Africa and we have come home to no welcome, and seemingly no appreciation at all." "Why was there not one person to greet us?" His reply to his dear wife was, "Because we are not yet home but one day we will be ,and our savior will greet us and welcome us home."

     May we always be conscious of the fact that someday we each face  a great homecoming day. May we give diligence to the calling of God in our lives, so that entrance into our great 

eternal home, will be and abundant entrance. (2 Peter 1:10-11)We must continue to look toward that city which has foundations whose builder and maker is God.

 His Faith was One That Caused Him To Take All His Substance 

    Genesis 12:5 tells us Abraham "took all their substance that they had gathered." He never left anything to go back to. In the call to the ministry we must put our hand to the plow and not look back.(Luke 9:62) “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
     When Cortez set out to conquer and claim Mexico for Spain, in landing at Veracruz, he off loaded all his animals and supplies that he had brought aboard for his assault to Mexico City the great Aztec capitol. When it was all on shore he sent back a handful of men and burned the ships. As the men on shore stood and watched their ships burn and sink in the water, they knew there would be no turning back. They would conquer or die trying. With how much greater determination we ought to follow the captain of our salvation, in going to the ones he sends us,that we might,” open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in him." (Acts 26:18) May we be able to say with Paul "I was not 
disobedient". (26:19)

THERE CAN BE NO TRUE WORSHIP UNTIL THE CALL OF GOD IS OBEYED

     By faith Abraham left Mesopotamia, surrendering to Gods call upon his life. Leaving nothing behind he traveled continually onward until he came to Sichem in the plain of Moreh. (Genesis 12:8). Then we find a very interesting statement. "There builded he an altar unto the LORD.”  I want you to think about that. There is no mention of any altar in Haran, there is no mention of any altar in Ur. But now in Sichem in the land God brought him to there is an altar. 

     This will always be the proper order with God. FIRST must come obedience and SECOND worship and communion. If God is speaking to your heart about surrendering an area of your life, if God is calling you into the ministry, you must first obey. As the old song relates, you may be longing for sweet peace and for faith to increase, and have earnestly fervently prayed, but you cannot have rest or be perfectly blest until all on the altar is laid.
     Have you all on the altar of sacrifice laid? Have you presented your bodies as a living sacrifice to your Lord. 

     Your heart does the Spirit control?

     Oh listen friend You can only be blest and have peace and sweet rest as you yield Him your body and soul.
     

Chapter 2

The Calling Of Moses

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-10


 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.  And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.  And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.  And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.  Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

        God has so chosen that His work upon the earth in the lives of people is to be done through the instrument of men. It is not only interesting to see the hand of God in calling men to labor for him, but it is very informative in helping you and I understand the hand of God in our own lives.

 GOD CALLS MEN TO SERVE HIM

        Moses is another testimony to us that God very specifically and directly calls men to serve Him in His work upon the earth. In Exodus 3:4 we find Him vocally calling Moses. Today God continues to call men through His word and His work in their hearts. God has not chosen to carry out the great commission through angels. Neither has he committed His son to numerous post incarnation appearances to get His work done. But God has chosen in the day in which we live to work in and through his local N.T. churches, and He calls men to be shepherds to his churches and to lead them in fulfilling the great commission. God knew Moses by name and if He names and numbers the stars, then He knows how to call out to the heart of a man and bid him to preach.

       When God summoned Moses, there was urgency about it. He did not just say "Moses" but it was "Moses, Moses". When I was growing up if my mother or father called my name twice in succession I knew that the matter was urgent. It meant that they meant business and I had better listen. This matter of God dealing in our hearts about serving him in preaching, pastoring and missionary work is an urgent matter. With Moses, God's children in Egypt were at stake. With us the souls of men lie in the balance. 

IN CALLING MOSES, GOD REVEALED HIS HOLINESS
        But I want you to see in this passage it was not the NEED of the children of Israel that God first addressed when He called Moses. I think this must absolutely be understood. Surrender to the ministry must go beyond the NEED of a certain people. There have been many people who have been moved emotionally by a need of a certain mission field, the need of a group of people without a pastor. But if a  man is going to put his hand to the plow and never look back his call cannot be based upon a need. No the first words of God to Moses were not "I have seen the affliction of my people". but it was “Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off  thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” The first thing God conveyed to Moses is the one who called out "Moses, Moses," was HOLY. The very ground around God was holy, not because of any special characteristics of the earth, but because of Gods presence near it. The God who calls men is holy, majestic, glorious, above all, and perfect in all aspects. 

        We must come to understand that HE is in control, and not we ourselves. The statement put off thy shoes, is a call to surrender to the one in control. We find similar statements in the book of Joshua (5:12-15) and Ruth (4:1-7). In the book of Ruth when the near kinsmen removed his shoe and gave it to Boaz, he was saying I relinquish all my rights and privileges to redeem this land. The removal of the shoe was a symbol of giving up claim to the property. When Joshua went out and saw the man over against him with his sword drawn. He did not realize it was the Captain of the LORD's host. He wanted to know if the man was for Israel or against Israel. Christ was appearing here as the angel of the Lord and his answer to the question of whether he stood with Israel or against Israel was "Nay". I am not come to side with Israel, I am not come to side with the people of Canaan. But He came to take control, and he said to Joshua. "Loose thy shoe from off thy foot for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground."

       The removal of the shoe implied surrender and worship. I do not know who it may be that will read these words. Who it is that may be considering the ministry, but you must understand this, when God calls you, he calls you first and foremost to surrender and to the worship of Him. Oh that you might understand this at the first, middle and end of your ministry. When worship and surrender are out of order, than your ministry will be out of order. 

        We surrender to God and serve him, not because of the need, not because of what fulfillment we may get from it, not even because of the response of the people. But we surrender and serve God BECAUSE HE IS GOD. We often speak about the call of Isaiah in the sixth chapter of the book with his name,  where Isaiah sees the Lord high and lifted up, and there are some wonderful lessons to be learned from that passage. But few go on and read beyond the eighth verse. I want you to read that some day, and see that he was sent to a people who would not listen nor understand. Isaiah wondered how long he would have to proclaim Gods word to them. That question is answered in Isaiah 6:11 “Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate.”. How long? Until the end. How could Isaiah do it? Because he first WORSHIPPED AND SURRENDERED, TO GOD BECAUSE HE WAS GOD.

IN CALLING MOSES GOD REVEALED HIS CONCERN     FOR     PEOPLE

        In Exodus 3:7-9 God shares with Moses that he has seen and heard the condition of the children of Israel and stated "I know their sorrows". God is trying to relate to Moses and relate to you and I that read these words, that He is a God that is not removed from the needs of people. In the ministry let us not forget that the concerns on the very heart of God is PEOPLE. Church projects are worthless if they are not connected to meeting the need of people. I feel at times we have churches who play "keeping up with the Jones", and we install a certain program or promote a certain project because someone else is doing it. My wife before I meet her, and before she was introduced to local New Testament Baptist Church truth, was a member of a Southern Baptist church. Her church had sold a number of bonds and built a new church building. In a Sunday School workers meeting one day that pastor was stressing the need to see their church grow, ( I suspect he was worrying about paying off the bonds). But in the meeting he said "We are not interested in quality but “quantity”, NUMBERS. I guess he would of stayed with the 99 and let the 1 go. When God reaches down and touches your heart concerning the ministry, you must understand that your ministry will be PEOPLE, and many of those will be one at a time. 


Gods concern is for people. God so loved the people of the world that he sent his son. He is the great High Priest that is touched with the feelings of our infirmities (Hebrews 4:15). When I examine Jesus life as he walked upon the earth, I find a man who had a tremendous work load upon him, rising early and retiring late, a man who was busy. But a man who always had time for people.

        Now I have said all the above to say this, when God reaches down and begins to burden your heart, when God places his call upon your life for some ministry, some task, some job to be done. Rest assured God has seen a need, and through YOU, He  is trying to meet the need of some PEOPLE.  He may even now be seeing someone’s affliction, and in knowing their sorrow is saying go for me. Thank God for the man who heard Gods call upon his life, surrendered to that call, and followed God as he led him to a tiny little town with a silly name, to Pastor the First Baptist Church in Fossil, Oregon. Thank God he came, and preached the truth, for God knew the sorrow of my heart, and how desperately Gene Humphrey needed to be saved. Listen, people need the Lord, and they need a Pastor after they come to the Lord. When I think like that my wrestling with God. and his will subsides. PEOPLE NEED THE LORD.

IN CALLING MOSES, GOD REVEALED THAT HE IS A GOD WHO REMEMBERS HIS PROMISES TO HIS PEOPLE.

        He  revealed his character as a God who remembers His promises. note vs.8.in Exodus 3, where God promises to bring them out of Egypt unto a “good land”. Over 400 years before this time God had promised Abraham that he would deliver his descendants  (The Jews) from the people they would be servants to, (The Egyptians) and that he would bring them out with great substance. (Gen.15:13-15). In the words of verse 8, God is letting Moses know that the work of God rests upon the promises of God. When we are touched by God to do a work, when the call of God is upon our lives, we can go forth with the sure promises of God to fall back on. God has never broken his promise, never has and never will, and the land of Canaan was going to be Israel’s.

MOSES REACTED TO THE CALL WITH A FEELING OF INFERIORITY

        When God's call upon Moses' life is made evident he responds with saying "Who Am I?" vs.11. This is not so much humility, but the feeling of total unworthiness to do the job, possibly Moses recalled the great failure in his earlier attempt to help Israel, 40 years prior, which had ended in his being hunted as a murderer, and rejected by his people.(Ex.2:11-15) Moses had gotten ahead of God, and in going in the power of his own strength he had failed miserably. These feelings of Moses that prompted him to say "Who am I", are not entirely bad. The greater we feel unfit in our own abilities the better we are prepared to be used of God. Paul said "when I am weak than I am strong" (2Cor.12:10). There is not a man walking upon the face of the earth that in his own strength will be able to accomplish the work God has sent him to do. Our sufficiency must rest in God. “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God. Who also hath made us able minister of the new testament.”(2Cor. 3:5-6a) Isaiah was not fully used of God until it came to his heart "Woe is me for I am undone.” If you feel inadequate to do the job God has called you to, take heart in the fact that great saints of the Bible also had similar thoughts of heart. In fact those who are called and enter the service of God being so cock-sure of themselves, would do, watching closely.

   Now note Gods answer to Moses feelings of inferiority.(Exodus 3:12) “I WILL BE WITH THEE”, Gods promise even to us today is "I will never leave thee  nor forsake thee.”(Heb. 13:5-6) The Psalmist says "The Lord is on my side, I will not fear what man can do unto me.”
   LISTEN: God does not ask you to do a single thing that he will not go with you to do it. Often times with my smaller children they will not do certain things, like going outside when dark .unless I go with them. It is a comfort for them, for Daddy to be there. God told Moses I Will Be With thee.  God went with Moses to Egypt. God went with Elijah to stand before Ahab who wanted his life. and Elijah was able to say  “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew or rain these years, but according to my word”.God went with Philip to Gaza, God went with Paul to Rome, God went with me to Alaska, God went with our Missionary Bro. Dan Chace to Brazil, and God will go with you to give that witness, to be that encouraging one, to meet that need He has called you to meet.

        Fear is removed when we trust in the God who goes with us. ”In God have I put my trust I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.”( Psalm 56:11). When God goes with us, inferiority and inability are not an issue.

MOSES WANTED TO MAKE SURE OF HIS AUTHORITY IN GOING TO EGYPT

        In vs.13 When Moses is asking God how he should answer when questioned about who sent him, he is addressing the topic of authority to do the work of the Lord. It is important to have authority to do what you are doing. A sheriff needs authority, an electrician needs authority tax-collector needs authority. When you know you have the right, the authority, to do what you are doing, you are more sure of your task. When Krista my little daughter wanders from the house to the church, and Toby follows her over. Toby  can say Krista you need to go home. But when Krista comes to church and Mom sends Toby to get her. Toby then says, “Krista!! You Go 

Home, Mom says” It makes all the difference to Krista when Toby says "Mom says.” 


Moses is going back to Egypt with the authority of the great I AM (Exodus 3:14). Jehovah God Himself the one who is, and always has been . Note  Exodus 5:1 When Moses has an audience with Pharaoh he says with great authority "Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, let my people  go”. Listen when called by God to a task we can go with the authority of the Creator. When Jesus gave the great commission in Mt. 28:18-20 he said  all power (authority) is given unto me GO. We better make sure we have the authority of the I AM in going, in speaking, and in doing what we do. If not we had better cease all activities. I find that authority is linked to a local NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST CHURCH.. 

    When you examine the New Testament  commission given in Mt.28:16-20, and ask yourself to who does this commission apply? You only have three options two of which are erroneous. The commission had to be given  either (1) to the apostles, (2) to individual Christians or (3)to the assembly (church),  that Jesus founded and passed on to, those and only those, that descended in origin from it. Those churches who have the same  doctrine and practice as the one Jesus founded in Jerusalem. If it was only given to the Apostles than no one is commissioned to do Gods work today, for the apostles are no longer here, It is obvious that there is  no secession of Apostles for there are no person today who can meet the qualifications for an apostle given in Acts  1:21-22.The second option is held by many today who also believe in the  Universal Church, but it is absurd to think the commission was given to individual Christians. Who is it that ordains the pastor, Me?, Myself?, or I? and how can a person both go into all the world and also teach them to observe all things at the same time. To do this he would have to take his converts along with him, in a traveling gospel circus. No, the commission was given to the church Jesus founded, and those coming from it. It is the local New Testament churches that Jesus promises to be with until the end of the age. Is authority an issue, you bet it is, and when you know you have been called by God, and approved by one of his local New Testament churches Acts 13:1-4 then you can go forth with great confidence. 

NOW  NOTE THAT EVEN AFTER ALL GOD HAS SAID, MOSES ARGUES WITH GODS CALL UPON HIS LIFE.

        Even though God has said that the people would hearken unto his voice (3:18), Moses argues that they will not believe him or hearken unto his voice (4:1). Moses is struggling with his call, and is searching for excuses not to do Gods will. In answering him God uses two miracles to show Moses His power (4:2-9). Two things need to be said about Moses here in relation to ourselves. First, though not stated: We need to be more concerned about going when God says go then whether they will listen or not. Like Isaiah we need to go and not worry about the results.Second, in performing the miracles, God was saying this work is going to be accomplished by my power not yours. Moses was going to use miracles, and we today have the miraculous word of God. Faith WILL come by “hearing and hearing by the word of God”. Gods word will accomplish exactly what God intends Isaiah 55:11. His word is a supernatural sword, Hebrews 4:12. it is like a hammer, and like a fire Jeremiah 23:9.

        Moses now uses a second excuse Exodus 4:10-13  in effect he is saying "Lord, I can't talk, Lord, send who you want to but, don't send me."

   Listen, when God’s call is upon your life, when God burdens you about a witness, when God lays upon your heart a task to do, rest assured he knows all about your inabilities and abilities, God calls you because he wants you. The gifts and the callings of God are without repentance. God never changed his mind about Moses being the man. Excuses will never take the place of surrender and the making of excuses angers God Exodus 4:14 tells us : “And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses”. The God who makes our mouths will enable us to use them. To compensate, God did give Aaron to Moses. to help, but he proved more a liability than an asset. It would of been better for Moses to go it alone.

  HOW IS IT WITH YOU,  IS GOD'S CALL UPON YOUR LIFE? IT MAY BE A CALL TO THE MINISTRY OF PREACHING AND PASTORING, IT MAY BE A CALL TO A MISSIONARY FIELD, IT MAY BE A CALL TO GIVE A WITNESS TO THAT PERSON IN YOUR LIFE. IT MAY BE A CALL TO A CERTAIN TASK.


If He calls you, rest assured He will go with you.If he calls you, rest assured God is seeing the affliction and sorrow in someone’s life and He wants you, to be a part of the solution.


If He calls you, rest assured He has not changed his mind.


If He calls you, rest assured your excuses will not work.

        Only complete and total surrender will bring peace to your heart, why do you delay? A people in need are saying "come over and help us."

Chapter 3

The Call Of Joshua

Scripture: Joshua 1:1-11

 ¶ Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,

2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

3  Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.

4  From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

5  There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7  Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

11  Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, 
Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass 
over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the 
LORD your God giveth you to possess it.


In the last chapter we noted the call of Moses by God. When God called Moses out of the burning bush, it was a call that God never did repent of, though Moses made excuses to God to the point he angered God, no excuse would do. The gifts and the callings of God are without repentance.


Moses was one of the greatest leaders Israel ever had:


  * He was both leader and legislator to Israel,


* It  was Moses that brought them out of the terrible Egyptian  bondage.


* When the great Army of  Egypt was coming from behind, and the Red Sea was before them, it 

was MOSES that stretched forth his  hand dividing the Sea, drying the land, and  allowing 


Israel to escape.


* It was MOSES that cast a tree in the bitter waters of 
Marah, and  turned them sweet so 
 
   Israel could drink.


* It was MOSES’ prayers that brought manna from heaven to provide food.


* It was MOSES that smote the rock giving the thirsty Jews water  for their parched throats.

       And now, as they come once again to the very door of the promise land. With seven nations well experienced in war occupying the ground that God said was to be theirs. The need of Moses' leadership had never been greater. And what happens?   MOSES DIES.

        I want you to think with me about the shock waves that went through Israel when Moses told them in Deuteronomy 31:2 "I am not going over this Jordan." I want you to consider the great sense of loss these people felt when Moses died. Deuteronomy 34:8 tells us that they wept over his death for 30 days. These were a people who loved, and missed their pastor. Let me say to you that changes in leadership within a local New Testament Church brings about shock waves, of which we need to be conscious. The replacement of a Pastor, an assistant pastor, the minister of music, an officer or a Sunday School teacher will effect a church.    

        I want you to think with me about the one who is going to be called to follow Moses as leader in Israel. What did the man think who replaced Charles Spurgeon as Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle? What will be your thoughts if some day God reaches down, and with no chance of God ever changing his mind, calls you to replace some great servant of God that has been mightily used by Him.


What were the thoughts of Ron Thomas, when he became Pastor of Rodgers Baptist Church ,a church that was Pastored for over 30 years by Charles Thomas? I wonder what will be the thoughts of the man who replaces E.L. Bynum as pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church.

        Well, sad to say, people do not respond as they always should in situation as above. But we are not left without some instructions from God on what such a transition ought to be like. Go with me as we note some thoughts here in Joshua. 

WITH A CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP, BOTH THE FORMER SERVANT AND INCOMING SERVANT ALONG WITH THE PEOPLE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT GOD'S CALLED MAN IS NOTHING LESS AND NOTHING MORE, THAN A SERVANT OF GOD. THAT IS HE IS A TOOL GOD USES. Joshua 1:1-2

        The one great force behind all great works is GOD.

        Listen it was not Moses that brought them out of the terrible Egyptian bondage. IT WAS GOD.  It was God that defeated every deity in Egypt through the plagues, not Moses. 

        When the great Army of  Egypt was coming from behind, and the Red Sea was before them. The Bible says,  “the LORD (Jehovah God) caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the  waters were divided. The Bible says, "Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians."
        It was God that told MOSES to cast a tree in the bitter waters of Marah, and in so doing turned the water  sweet, so Israel could drink.

        It was God that sent manna from heaven to provide food.

        It was God that told Moses to smite the rock giving the 
thirsty Jews water for their parched throats.

        The Work that Moses did was God’s work, the work that Joshua would do would be God’s work. If the so called work of God ceases when a man leaves the scene. We must begin to 

wonder if it was really God’s work.


Arthur Pink in his commentary on the book of Joshua, quotes Matthew Henry saying:  


"God will change hands to show that whatever instruments He uses, He is not tied to any."

    Arthur Pink himself states:

    "The work of God is in nowise hindered by the decease of His servants, no matter how eminent they be in  office nor how much used in blessing to His people. Though the workmen be removed, His work goes forward to its ordained completion
 

MOSES KNEW HE WAS JUST A SERVANT USED OF GOD, AND HE MADE SURE THE PEOPLE UNDERSTOOD THAT ALSO


Note what Moses has to say in Note Deuteronomy .31:3 “The LORD thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shall possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the LORD hath said.”             

      These are important words, two great truths are evident here: 

(1) God's work will be done by Gods power through Gods man. "The LORD He will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee." then he says "and Joshua he shall go over before thee, as the LORD hath said."


Gods plan has always been to work through men he has called, and placed in leadership positions. Every church needs God called men in places of leadership. 

(2) I secondly see that there was on going training, and  preparation, to make a smooth transition from one leader to another.    There just seems to be something entirely wrong in our churches today in the way one leader leaves, and another steps in.



Something is wrong when a Sunday School teacher resigns  between two Sundays.Something is wrong when a Pastor gives his two weeks notice,  and is gone within the month, leaving a church without a  pastor.

       There just seems to be something wrong when there has to be  a parade of preachers, week after week, until the church can  decide who it is they think God wants to be their Pastor.

       For many, it has only been by Gods grace that some churches have survived through it all. I would say very few escape such ordeals without it effecting some of the membership.  I grew up in a doctrinal sound Local N.T. Baptist church, which in its 100 years of existence had 33 pastors. Let me assure you that the coming and going of Pastors was not all  the churches problem. Where the blame lay in each case I could not say. But I can say this, a pastor can not come and go every 3 years on the average and not produce cynicism within a church.

       I believe the ideal situation for a church (some situation are  never ideal) is that a man ought 

to be in training to step in when another is on the way out. If a teacher is going to give up his/her class, there ought to be some training going on to fill the void when it comes. If a Pastor knows he is going to be retiring, moving to another church etc. Both the church and a man ought to be in preparation to step up and take over.

 NOTE THE EXAMPLE OF JOSHUA


For a long time Joshua was being prepared by God and Moses to someday take over the leadership. The preparation began way back in Exodus 17:9,14. 

 9.And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.  14  And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.

Note what was said here in these verses                                                         

    *Joshua was chosen to lead the Army

    *The memorial written in the book was to be rehearsed in  
Joshua's ears. The Amalikites were 
 not destroy until 
the  days of Saul. But Moses wanted Joshua to know God 
would be   with him.

    * It was Joshua that went with Moses up on Mt. Siani  
Ex.24:13,18 

    * It was Joshua that waited on the Mountain 40 days with 
Moses

    * It was Joshua that was with Gods man while the others 
made a  golden calf. Ex.31:1,17

    Moses Has a Man Who Ministered To Him, and was Being Trained Under Him.

  Is this not also the New Testament pattern? 2 Tim.2:2 tells us we ought to be training others on a constant basis. “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. When leaders were ordained in the early churches it was more than one. Acts 14:23 tells us elders  plural were ordained in the churches. Could this imply one pastor was in charge and others were under him?

   A number of year ago, before the Iron Curtain came down, and underground churches were a necessity in Eastern Europe, missionary Milton Martin  was able to visit some of the believers in those nations. He found that they always had a man in training to take over the Pastorate if the Pastor happened to be arrested. It sounds like an excellent idea to me whether for an underground or above ground church.

  NOTE ALSO THAT MOSES WAS PREPARING THE PEOPLE FOR THE TRANSITION OF LEADERSHIP.  Deu.31:1-3

  If you will check it out, you will find that the whole book of Deuteronomy was written to prepare Israel for the transition period . A little Christian consideration, and respect, is needed in these times of change in leadership, I personally do not think it is very Godly the way some people quit their position in a church. I personally think some Pastors ought to go back an apologize to some of the churches they left in the lurch. Pride, power plays, politics and temper tantrums, ought to  be done away with in the work of the LORD.

  If a person is really led of God to quit, it ought to be done Godly. If a person needs to step down at the request of the pastor and church then it ought to be done Godly. Let us never forget that God's church, and God's man, are two that God particularly watches over. Transition of leadership is not a time for underhandedness

THIRDLY I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTICE GODS WORDS TO THE MAN COMING INTO THE LEADERSHIP ROLE. Joshua 1:5-9


  God promises Joshua that he  would go with him all the way 1:5,9. God never calls a person to a position in his service that he does not also promise that he will go before him. The call of God guarantees the presence of God.


In 1984 when I packed all I owned in a little U-HAUL trailer, loaded up my wife and two baby girls, and left Vancouver, Washington headed for Plack Road Baptist Church in North Pole, Alaska. The overwhelming presence of God in my life was beyond description. When I went to get the U-Haul trailer I was concerned about not having a spare tire to travel the ALCAN, and Cassiar, through Canada to Alaska. The roads in 84 were not the best and some of the service stations were f--a--r apart. I told them "I need a spare tire". They said, "We don't give spares." "But I'm traveling the ALCAN." I said. The reply was "We  DON'T give spares.” So thats the way it was. We were making it pretty well 3 days into the 5 day trip, camping to save money at different spots along the way. One night it happened that God caused me to camp right next to a gas station that very night the tires on my U-HAUL, went flat. The station fixed the flat and we were on our way.


God kept us safe the night we showed ourselves to be true Chechakcos (a new comer, a tender foot) in the North Land. One night, half way up the Cassiar, we  stupidly camped by an 

over turned garbage can. We jumped out turned over the  barrel and picked up all the garbage thinking that Canadians sure were sloppy people. The next morning we had only driven down the road about 100 yards when what do we see setting in the middle of the road? None other than  Mr. Black bear. Every day, and every step of the way, Gods presence has been with me as I pastor the Plack Road Baptist Church. 

 God Also Called Upon Joshua To Be A Man. Joshua  6:7,9


Three times he is told "Be strong and of good courage" "Be not afraid neither be dismayed vs.9 Joshua must of felt weak, Joshua felt the weight of the responsibility.  God says,“be the man”. This is similar to what  1 Cor.16:13 tells us when it says:  “quit ye like men”, quit here means be a man. I am afraid we have to many taking the meaning the other way, and are giving up. If a man is going to Pastor a church, he better learn to have some spiritual backbone about him. The incoming Pastor is not coming to "Win friends and influence people." But to be God’s shepherd of the flock. If he is going to do the job he is suppose to do, he will have to be courageous enough to believe the promises of God, and obey the commands of God, when they seem totally unreasonable. Just as Joshua did in the battle strategy for Jericho.


He will have to be strong and very courageous when it comes with dealing with sin in the church. Just as Joshua did with the sins of Achan.                                                       


 I had not been at Plack Road Baptist Church even a year before the need to deal with "sin in the camp" came up. For a brief time, because of misunderstanding of Scripture, the matter was covered up. But when it came to my knowledge  we (the church and I)dealt with it after the scriptural pattern. As I look back today a decade later, I know that the stand on discipline we took, was part of the making of Plack Road Baptist Church to what it is today. It was not a time for leadership to be jelly backed. It was a time that called for being "strong and of good courage."     


The ministry of Pastoring and preaching "thus saith the Lord" is a ministry that swims against the popular opinion of the world. Preachers need to learn to put on the whole armour of the LORD and stand in the power of his might.

Joshua Was A Man Who Studied Gods Word 


God’s Ministers to be blessed, and to be a blessing, to his people, must get in the Book . “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,” Joshua 1:8a. A man called of God to the Pastorate must first, and foremost, be a man who is in Gods word. The early church flourished when the Apostles no longer had to wait tables but could give themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word Acts 6:4. Though some must work in the secular world, our calling is to feed the flock. (Work in the secular world ought to be a necessity and not a preference.) The goal of every church ought to be to have a full-time pastor.

FINALLY WE LEARN FROM THIS ACCOUNT IN JOSHUA THAT WHEN A LEADERSHIP CHANGE TAKES PLACE, THE PEOPLE NEED TO RECEIVE THAT LEADERSHIP AND OBEY HIS COMMANDS.


The first thing Joshua did, upon Moses death, and his taking over the leadership, was to take command and give instructions. “Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying” Joshua 1:10.


 When leadership roles change, their will always be some who will mourn the loss of the former leader, and never fully except the new leader. THIS OUGHT NOT TO BE. When a new leader comes there will always be changes in the way he does things. He will be different from the former. But if he is Gods man, he needs to be followed and obeyed. Note the children of Israel  did not say to Joshua, “Moses did not do it that way”. They did not say, “lets form a committee and discuss this”. They knew that Joshua was God’s man, they had seen him in training under Moses. They knew his heart from Kadesh-Barnea. If he was God’s man then he needed to be followed like God’s man.

Gods Pastors Are To Rule And Give Commands.


Pastors are to rule and be over people. One of the qualification of a Pastor is that he "ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity:" and the reason is given "For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?(1Timothy. 3:4,5) This implies that the Pastor takes a place of leading and ruling in the church. 1 Timothy 5:17-19, makes it plain a Pastor is to rule. The book of Hebrews also relates to us that a pastor is to take the role of ruling, and leading in the Church.  Heb 13:7,17.A Pastor is never to be a dictator, but he is to rule. 1 Peter 5:3. If Israel was going to claim their promise land, they needed someone to rule over them, and give them leadership and guidance.                                                      

Now Note The Words of the People To This New Pastor.


“And they answered  Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do , and whithersoever thou sendest us we will go. (Joshua 1:16) They were saying  “What you command we will do , where you tell us to go we will go. We will follow you as long as you follow God”.Joshua 1:17. (only the LORD  thy God be with you as he was with Moses.) “We will judge those who do not obey you Joshua” (Joshua 1:18a.) (Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him , he shall be put to death)  “We are with you Joshua, just be the man.”  (Joshua 1:18b). (only be strong and 

of good courage.)


What wonderful words for the man of God to hear from his  people. Would to God more of Gods people had this attitude  of heart. Maybe more walls like those of Jericho would come down. Maybe we would possess more of the land of blessings God has for us if we did.


In February of 1984 Bro. Gary Hampton, missionary to Alaska out of Rodgers Baptist Church, called me in Vancouver, Washington, where I was also doing home mission work out of Rodgers Baptist Church. He asked me to come and hold a Revival meeting for him in March. The work at the Plack Road Baptist Mission was coming close to organization. Their building was nearly complete, and they wanted one of the first services to be a revival meeting. I readily accepted the invitation. My work in Vancouver had been slow and difficult,( I later learned that a Southern Baptist survey had declared that very area one of the hardest in America to begin a church .) I had a small group of families, but some of the men who had the ability to take a hold and be a blessing seem to resist my leadership at every turn.  My wife and I, with our first baby girl, flew to Alaska. The next day after getting settle in, and resting from the flight, Bro. Hampton took me over to show me the new building. When we went in there were a couple of men working, doing some of the finishing work, to make the church more presentable for the upcoming meeting. I will never forget how the men were busy about helping. Bro. Hampton asked one to quit what he was doing, and go to the basement to do something that he thought was more important. In Vancouver I would of been overjoyed if the men were doing anything. The brother spoken to said to Bro. Hampton with a happy heart, "sure brother what every you want." As they both went to the basement to discuss what needed to be done, I remember walking around the corner bowing my head and weeping, saying: "God some day give me some men with a heart to serve you, and follow their pastor as these men." Little did I know that one of the very reasons Bro. Hampton asked me to come for revival, was to also ask me to consider being Pastor of the Plack Road Baptist Church at its organization. Today I Pastor that church of men with a heart to serve God, and follow their pastor. With God being my helper, I have tried to be a man who meditated in the book to be able to feed his flock. I have tried to follow the Lord. I have tried to play the part of the man, being strong and very courageous. My church has never failed me, may I never fail them. With our eyes upon God may we bring down the walls of Jericho, may we possess all the land that is ours. 

Chapter 4

 The Call Of Isaiah

Isaiah 6:1-8

1  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.5  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.6  Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:7  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.


In the chapter that lies before us we take up the calling of God in Isaiah life. His call is one of the great portions of scripture in the Bible. The ministry of this man Isaiah was  a tremendous ministry, as a human ink pin God took Isaiah and wrote some of the greatest prophecies of the Bible concerning our saviour. There is much we can learn from Isaiah  about the work of God in the hearts of men in calling them to the ministry.
Go with me now, as we  note some things about this mans call, that we might more easily understand the working of God in our lives today.

GOD'S CALLS COME BECAUSE THERE IS AN IMMINENT NEED THAT HE WANTS TO MEET THROUGH YOU.  


In studying Isaiah it is important to note the conditions in Israel at the time of his call. 2 Chronicles 26 gives us the history of Judah preceding the call of Isaiah. Judah was a strong, well to do nation, about to begin a moral slide into the dumpster of sin.


2Chron.26: relates to us that King Uzziah was prospering when he has a proper vision of God. 1-5

   a. He obeyed Gods word. vs.4

   b. He sought God, and Gods man of revelation (visions) vs.5

   c. He is prospering in putting God first

     *God helped him against the Philistines vs.7

     *His enemies gave him gifts  vs.8


But in growing strong, Uzziah became proud, and he looses his vision  of the God of Israel. His spiritual  eyes were clouded with grand illusions of only himself. 2 Chronicles 26:16 tells us "When he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction.”    


He thinks himself to be above Gods word. (2 Chronicles 26:18-19).When the Priest tell him it is wrong for the king to burn incense, he becomes angry for being confronted, and gets mad at Gods man who faithfully proclaimed God’s word. As a results, God judges him, smiting him with leprosy. The leprous Uzziah is forced from the his Palace, and loses his access to the place of worship, the Temple .


It was the beginning of the slide to the dumpster of sin, for this nation of Judah. Judah patterns their King and they are going to become a garbage pit of sin. Sixteen years after Uzziahs death  the events taking place outside of Jerusalem are terrible to behold. 2 Chron.28:1-4 relates the terrible state to which Judah has fallen. 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixtenn years in Jerusalem: but he did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD, like David his father, for he walked in the ways of the Kings of Israel, and made also mollten images for Baalim. Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire after the abominations of the heathen whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. He sacrificed also and brunt incense in the high places, and on the hills, and under every green tree.


The application of this for us is that there are blessing found in a right relationship with God. When our eyes turn toward ourselves, when our hearts are lifted up, when we feel as though we have it all in control we had better watch out. We may be better off financially then ever before. We may be in better health than at any time in our life. We may have all our dreams come true.

BUT IF A PEOPLE HAVE LOST THEIR VISION OF GOD THEY ARE ON A PERISHING ROAD.  


Listen the unalterable law of God is, where people have lost the concept of who God is, and their relationship to him, they will PERISH.  No nation is exempt, no person is exempt,  no home is exempt, no church is exempt, when a people have lost their vision of who God is they are headed for trouble.


I believe as a nation we stand on the very brink of perishing, but what about our homes, what about our church, what about ourselves.


We stand at the brink of destruction as a nation when in a public testimony time in Fairbanks, Alaska, 57% of the people who testify support the Gay-Lesbian lifestyle. We stand at the brink when the Lutheran Minister can stand and say we ought to leave the Sodomites alone, for God is a God of love, and tolerance. We stand at the brink, when babies are killed in the mothers womb by the thousands in America.   

BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT GOD KNEW THAT ONE DAY AHAZ WAS GOING TO 

BURN HIS CHILDREN TO MOLECH, AND THAT HE WOULD NEED A MAN TO STAND IN THE GAP AND DECLARE GODS WORDS.


GOD MEANT BUSINESS WITH ISAIAH when he called out to him in the temple in the "year that king Uzziah died”. I believe the ministry of Isaiah was a direct influence that 

turned things around in the days of Hezekiah.  Isaiah37:21 relates to us that Isaiah played a major role in the reign of Hezekiah.


But I also believe God is calling men today for what might be coming on American and the world tomorrow.

Listen, Gods calls today are for the needs of tomorrow. You may not understand why God is speaking to you as he is, you may see no real need or place of service in your life today. but rest assured God in calling you,  wanys to use you to meet the needs of his people . You must listen to the call. You must heed the call. You must surrender to the call. 

SECONDLY LET ME SAY THAT GOD NOT ONLY CALLS  BECAUSE THERE IS AN IMMINENT NEED.  BUT IF MEN ARE GOING TO BE IN THE POSITION TO ANSWER THE CALL THEY MUST GET A VISION OF GOD.


The need for men in the work of the lord has never been greater in America than today. Is God calling? If so why are we not seeing men giving their lives to serve God. There are some possible answers.

   a. Either God is not calling them.

   b. Or they are not answering God

   c. Or there is no suitable material for God to select from.

 Isaiah Got A Vision of the Person Of God.


Men who are called, and have answered their call, are men who have gotten a vision of who God. Look at Isaiah 6:1-4 and note what Isaiah saw.  He saw the LORD on his throne.  “LORD” means One having power and authority over others. In this case LORD of ALL.When we see him as LORD, we realize He is the one in charge not Clinton, not the U.N., not the state authorities, and not Isaiah, you, or I. Isaiah had no right to call the shots, Isaiah had no right to ignore the commands, servants are to obey their Lord's instructions. I think to often we get this backward. He is the creator we are the created. He is the master we are the servants.He is the shepherd we are the sheep. He is the saviour we are the sinners needing to be saved.He is the infinite we are the finite. I am afraid we treat God to much like those in Malachi 1:6-10. If He is our Father, we ought to honor him as sons. If He is our master, we ought to reverence him  as a servant to a master. As our God he is due our best effort, the best years of our lives, the best work that we can do, the best sacrifice ought to go to Him. 

 Isaiah Saw The Lord SITTING


When Isaiah saw God he saw him at rest, He is in control cp.Ps.2:1-6. While the heathen rage, and the Kings of the earth set themselves against God, God in heaven laughs vs.4. And the establishment of Jesus Christ, as King is Zion, is a done deal in Gods plan vs.6. Things will come out exactly as He wants, and we had better align with him, lest haply we find ourselves fighting against God. God is not in distress, God is not wringing his hands trying to figure out what to do,  if we are wringing our hands with what do we do not have a proper vision of our God. 

Isaiah saw Him as HIGH AND LIFTED UP


 His throne and his person is above all. He is King of kings, and Lord of Lords. It is he that is all-powerful, He is all knowing and non-other. It is God that cannot be contained in the heaven of heavens.  He Saw Him as HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. 

IF WE ARE GOING TO BE USED OF GOD WE MUST GET A VISION OF WHO WE ARE, AND THAT WILL NEVER BE DONE UNTIL WE SEE GOD AS HOLY HOLY HOLY.


It is vital how we respond to our understanding of God. For the lost (of which all men are) it is a matter of life and death, eternal life, or eternal death. For the saved it is a matter of prospering or perishing, a matter of an abundant life, or a wasted life. A life of usefulness or the life of a castaway.


Note the response of Isaiah. He saw himself as a man undone.Undone means, to cease, to cut off, to perish. Oh may we see that without God in our daily lives WE ARE UNDONE MEN. May our cry in the morning be, “I need thee, Oh, I need thee, every hour I need thee, Oh bless me now my saviour I come to thee.” May we acknowledge that without him we are nothing.


He saw himself as a sinner setting among sinners. Let's not forget we who are "God Called Men" that but for the grace of God, we are no different than any other man. Lets not forget that our hearts are prone to wonder.

UPON SEEING GOD HE WAS COMPELLED TO SERVE HIM VS.8


The cry today seems to be "Here am I Lord, bless me”, instead of “here am I Lord send me”. I wonder if the  Spirit of sacrifice, and service, is  not gone from our  churches today. Could it be we have lost our vision of God


I am convinced that the world is full of men in need, I believe that the God who sent his Son to die also will call men to go tell of his Sons death. But I am also convinced that unless we give to those who we preach to, a vision of who God really is, through the preaching of Gods word, that few will answer the call. May we in our churches, constantly be preparing material suitable to be preachers, missionaries, and God fearing supporting wives. That if God so chooses He could stop and call men from our church.


What about you, are you ready to go if God calls?

Chapter 5

The Call Of Ezekiel

Ezekiel 1:1-3;  ¶ Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.2  In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,3  The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him.

Ezekiel 2:1-4

1 ¶ And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee.2  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.3  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.4  For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD

GOD CALLS AND USES MEN WHO FIRST GET A  VISION OF WHO GOD IS


The setting of the book of Ezekiel finds the prophet Ezekiel in Babylon. He has been taken captive in the 2nd invasion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezar in 597BC. He dwells on the canal Chebar which is an irrigation canal from the Euphrates. He lives among a defeated people. Their great nation of Judah has been defeated in war, they have been taken captive, and removed from their home land to Babylon. They are spiritually perishing, worshipping idols, and departing further and furthe, from the God of their fathers. 


In chapter one of the book, Ezekiel catches a vision of who God really is, In Ezekiel 1:1 The heavens open and he sees "visions of God". Gods word comes "expressly" to this mans conscience and heart, (Ezekiel 1:3)and he clearly understands that the "hand of the LORD was there upon him." The rest of the chapter describes his vision, what all it means I do not know if any one can really say, but suffice it to say that through it Ezekiel saw the “glory of the LORD”(Ezekeil1:28)

NOW NOTE WHAT EZEKIEL DID IN GLIMPSING GOD'S GLORY    


I believe we find one of the real keys of service in the reaction of Ezekiel. What did he do after seeing the glory of God? Ezekiel 1:28 relates to us   “ I FELL UPON MY FACE.” Men that God calls and uses are men who are able to fall on their face before him.  


I am wondering in the day in which we live if we have not lost our awe of God? Though we have the completed word of God, though we have the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, and though we can know God as intimately as Ezekiel, some how we seem to be to little upon our face. It has been far to long since we have seen men on their face before God, and corresponding to that we see far to few men surrendering to the ministry. We seem to have many who bow down to the God of mammon, many who have become bond slaves to indebtedness trying to obtain the riches of this world, but few who are bond slaves to Christ. How long has it been sense we have seen men on their face before God. God called Ezekiel when he was on his face before him, could there be a correlation as to why we are seeing few called today?

THE EXAMPLE OF THE BIBLE IS THAT GOD CALLED MEN WHO WERE SO OVERWHELMED BY THE PERSON OF GOD THAT THEY FELL ON THEIR FACE.

    1.Think of Moses. Moses was used of God only after he realized to stand in the presence of 
God was to stand on holy ground.

    2. And What of Joshua ? Joshua won no battles until he saw the angel of the Lord (Jesus) with his sword in his hand. And as one who came not to join with Joshua, but to take over complete control. It was only after Joshua fell on his face before his almighty God, 
that the victories of war came.

    3. Look at Isaiah.  It was only after Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up thrice holy , and 
himself a man of unclean lips dwelling amidst a people of unclean lips that God could use him.

    HAVE SOME HOW WE LOST OUR CONCEPT OF WHO GOD REALLY IS, MAY GOD BRING US TO OUR KNEES. 

   We must EXALT the EXALTED ONE

   We must MAGNIFY the MAGNIFICENT ONE

   We must WORSHIP OUR GOD.

IT WAS WHEN EZEKIEL WAS ON HIS FACE, THAT THE CALL OF GOD CAME.


In Ezekiel 2:1 God says to Ezekiel "Son Of Man Stand". Note he calls him "the son of Man". This is not emphasizing the greatness of Ezekiel, and should not be compared to Christ as he calls himself the "son of man”. But this term was used to emphasize the frailty of man. Yet God still wants to use us.

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are might; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are; That no flesh should glory in his presence. 1 Corithians 1:27-29

God tells Ezekiel to "stand upon thy feet”. The call of God ask us always to take the first stepof  faith. Without faith it is impossible to please him. The Jordan river at Jericho did not depart until by faith the  priest feet touch the water. God calls out to us to be men and women who will by faith, STAND, who will by faith take the first step.


But also note that though he called him to "stand upon his feet" it was the Spirit of God that set him upon his feet   (Ezekiel 2:2) Though God asks us to stand, we do not have to stand in our own strength. Thank the Lord that we can stand in the power of his might .  Oh Listen! to me, future called man of God. God will not ask you to do what He will not enable you to do. Paul wrote encouragingly to Timothy saying:  “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.”(1 Timothy1:12)  God counts on us to be faithful but he will enable us.


I grew up in Fossil, Oregon, a small town of 650 people, the county seat of Wheeler county approximately the 5th largest county in size in Oregon. There was not a stop light in the whole county of 1500 population . My friend often teased me that what we did for recreation in Fossil was watch the tumble weed race down main street. It was a great place to grow up, I had many friends and family there, it was a place of safety, a place of love, a place of belonging. I never wanted to leave, and never would of, if God had not of called out to me "Son of man," and stood me on my feet. God took me to schooling in Dallas, Texas where I viewed 6 lane freeways like a calf looking at a new gate, and where I learned you had better get out of the way or get run over. Dallas might as well of been Mars, big citiness was so strange to me. I remember how the officials at the college drew me a map of how to get to the school, but they did not draw me a map of how to get out of town. If they had, I would of been gone. I remember as a 22 year old, young man, going to the Safe Way grocery store, where there was a pay phone, and calling home crying like a baby because I was so home sick for Oregon. But God had a purpose for my being there and GOD ENABLED ME. My testimony to you is that God has never asked me to be faithful in anything that He has not enabled me to do what he asked. God "Enabled me" to go do mission work in Winchester,Virginia, working with a veteran Missionary with only $350 in support. God "Enabled Me" in moving from the lower 48 to Alaska, and He enables me to do the work that lies ahead of me today.

NOW NOTE HIS COMMISSION 

(To Whom He Was Sent And What He Would Say)  Ezekiel 2:3-4


He was sent to a rebellious people, who were transgressing against God even that very day. He was sent to a "stiffhearted" people. Now before we feel to sorry for Ezekiel for having to deal with such people, lets not forget that we at one time were all members of that people group.


And what was it he was going to tell them? Would he speak of their need of "self-esteem", being a people without a country? Would he work them through all their emotional problems of being strangers in a strange land? No! he would not, it was “and thou shall speak my words unto them” (Ezekiel 2:7a) In other words it was to say unto them THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD.


The words he would speak were THUS SAITH THE LORD. We are not called to discuss the weather, we are not sent to discuss politics, we are not sent to make friends, and influence people.  But we are sent to preach THUS SAITH THE LORD.


We live in a day when people want to blame the problems of their lives (read sin) on everything but their sinful depraved nature inherited from Adam. Listen to these words from The Vanishing Conscience By John MacArthur.

The church as a whole is growing less concerned with sin, and more obsessed with self-exoneration and self-esteem.Christians are rapidly losing sight of sin as the root of all human woes. And many Christians are explicitly denying that their own sin can be the cause of their personal anguish. More and more are attempting to explain the human dilemma in wholly unbiblical terms: temperament, addiction, dysfunctional families, the child within, codependency, and a host of other irresponsible escape mechanisms promoted by secular psychology. The potential impact of such a drift is frightening. Remove the reality of sin, and you take away the POSSIBILITY OF REPENTANCE
. 


He further goes on in the book to state:

Self-esteem is no solution to human depravity. It aggravates it! The problems or our culture-especially the anguish that wracks individual human hearts -will not be solved by the deception of getting people to think better of themselves. People really are sinful to the core. The guilt and shame we all feel as sinners is legitimate, natural, and even appropriate. It Has the beneficial purpose of letting us know the depth of our own sinfulness. We dare not whisk it aside for the faulty teachings of humanistic self-esteem. 


We live in a day when men want to excuse themselves by claiming they are victims or they are diseased. They say I AM A VICTIM it is not my fault. I was abused as a child, my mom wouldn't let me have candy. I was force to do jobs I didn't want to do. etc. etc. ad nauseum, and that has caused me to be this way. Or they will say, I AM SICK it is not my fault. I CANNOT HELP THE WAY I AM. I am an alcoholic,  I am chemically dependent, I have been diagnosed as Hyperactive. I cannot help cheating on my wife because I am addicted to sex.  


What was Ezekiel to say to these rebellious people, and what are we as God's called men to preach today? I am afraid the thinking of the world has begun to influence the pulpits today. I will never forget speaking to a missionary on the phone who told me he felt like he must become a "Clinical Psycologist" in order for him to effectively minister to the people God had called him to. There were some tremendous social problems in this particular country. But I doubt they were any worse than what Paul faced when he went to Corinth. In that sea port city of Corinth there were fornicators, idol worshippers, adulterers, effeminate, and abusers of themselves with manking (homosexuals), thieves, drunks, etc. (see 1 Corinthiains 6:9-10.) I want you to think what the Christian counselors and  pyschologist would of done with the people of Corinth. Did Paul endeavor to try to find out why these people did these things? When they did these things? What the patterns where in doing these things? Did he try to determine if they were lacking in self-esteem. NO! he did not. But 1 Corinrhians  2:1-5 tells us exactly what he did:


And I brethren when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.


NOT IN MANS WISDOM, BUT THE POWER OF GOD. Did this simplistic approach of Paul's work? Just the simple preaching of the gospel message? 1 Corinthians 6:11 makes it obvious that it did work. Ezekiel was sent to declare “thus saith the Lord” and in the 20th and 21st Century if people are to be saved and have their lives changed it will be through those faithful men who like Paul:  " are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth." We are still called to PREACH THE WORD.  

In Calling Ezekiel God Said Don't Be Afraid Of Them Or Their Words Ezekiel 2:6 


When we stand to declare "thus saith the LORD" to a rebellious people we can expect from them words, and looks which will not be favorable. But we cannot be afraid, and we must not be dismayed. We must preach without fear or favor, not forgetting that the "fear of man bringeth a snare."  Today’s preacher, and tomorrow’s preachers to be, must realize they are not to preach at     Gods people, or for Gods people, but to them for God.  The message we preach may rub them the wrong way, but it is better for them to be mad at us then for God to be angry with us.
In Calling Ezekiel God Said Don't Rebel Ezekiel 2:8 


The task that God has called us to, may seem unpleasant, the job before you may be like dealing with a bucket of snakes. BUT WE MUST NOT REBEL. When God’s Word and God’s call comes expressly to your heart, God means business. Our job is to preach, leaving the results to God.

 THE MAN CALLED BY GOD NEEDS TO GET DOWN WHERE THE PEOPLE LIVE.


There seems to be two philosophies in the ministry in relation to dealing with people:

1. One goes something like this. We as Gods ministers must always keep our professionalism about us. We cannot allow the people we minister to, to become to familiar with us. There must always be some distance between the Pastorate and the people. These men are usually identified by pastors who are very offended if they are addressed by their first name. The office of the Pastorate must be respected.

 2. The second is that Gods man to effectively deal with Gods people must become their friend, he must learn to identify with people. He can never become to familiar with his people for the more he knows about them the better he can meet their needs. He is not their superior but he is their companion.

I imagine men can go to the extreme in either position. I THINK WE CAN LEARN MUCH ABOUT MINISTRY FROM EZEKIEL.  


In chapter 3:4-11 The people he is called to minister to are described as hard-hearted vs.7 and rebellious, God would make Ezekiel able to endure the hardness 8-9. But  Ezekiel was bitter about his assignment. How could these people be so hard hearted? How could they  be so indifferent to he God’s man? How could they refuse to listen to his THUS SAITH THE LORD? In the day in which we live we need to watch out that we do not, like Ezekiel, minister in bitterness, and a hot spirit 3:14. It may be that we need to obtain the cure for that bitterness the same way Ezekiel did. His bitterness remained until; “he went and set where they sat”(Ezekiel 3:15). What he saw setting where the people sat caused him to be astonished, astonished for 7 days. The word “Astonished”  means to be appalled, to be devastated. I believe we would all be better servants of God if we would but go and set where our people set. Go and  learn of the work conditions they work in, go and experience the great needs of their lives.                                                        


In 1991 after being in my present pastorate for 7 years, I joined the Volunteer Fire Department. Prior to this I had little contact with people outside of the context of church work. The unchurched people I was around were people who I did business with, or those who I was visiting in evangelism endeavors, or Pastoral work. The experience from moving out behind my office desk to being involved in the lives of the lost paid me in great dividends. Why, because I sat where they sat, and in doing so I learned more of their twisted thinking, I saw more vividly the consequences of sin in the lives of people. God used it to move  me to compassion over a sheep without a shepherd.  


What did Ezekiel see? He saw a sin-sick people, he saw a people without hope and without God. He saw a harvest white already for harvest and there was not 6 months left to wait.He saw a people whose only answer was the LORD. 


OH HOW WE NEED TO GO AND SET WHERE THEY SAT.  IT IS THEN THAT WE WILL SEE THE NEED. In our communities there are  a people that thirst, but know not the way to the fountain of life. There are a people that hunger, but have never heard of the bread of life.There are a people in the regions of darkness, and the shadow of death, that know nothing of the Light of the world.


When we look around us and see the moral decay , the evil the wickedness, we want to grow bitter. But we must never forget, except for some man telling us of Jesus, we would be named among them.

THE MAN THAT GOD CALLS CARRIES WITH HIM A HEAVY WEIGHT OF RESPONSIBILITY. 

And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast deliever thy soul. Ezekiel 3:16-21

The above passage cannot be read without the clear understanding that we are responsible for those around us. This is not just Old Testament teaching, cp. Acts 18:6, 20:26-27. If people are going to hear we must go. 


How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall thy believe in him of whom  they have not heard? and how shall thy hear without a preacher? Roms. 10:14


The Bible calls upon us to Pray the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth labors into the harvest. Let us preach and pray that men would get a solid understanding, a growing conviction, yea a vision of who God really is. Let us pray that we may truly see ourselves as we are, and God as He is, that we would be on our face before him. Let us pray that God would call from among us men to stand, and enabling them to stand. May we all learn to go, and set where they set. May our hearts desire and prayer to God be that those around us might be saved.

Chapter 6

Four Disciples Called

And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishes. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fisther of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them, And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. Matthew 4:18-22


Jesus has been baptized of John the Baptist, in type portraying his death burial and resurrection to come. He has gone into the wilderness, led by the spirit of God to be tempted. In the temptation he has reveal to us the tactics of Satan and showed us that our only hope in this world lay in him, the one tempted in all points like we are yet without sin.


As we come to the passage before us we can detect Jesus looking into the future. In Matthew . 16:18 he says: “I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” And this is the very thing that Christ begins to do. In verse Matthew 4:18 we find Jesus walking along the sea of Galilee, not for his morning exercise, not in a moment of relaxation, but he has begun his talent search for leaders of his church. On this day he will call four, later he will call some more, until eventually of all his disciples he will pick 12. These he is going to give special time and attention to, these will be the backbone of his church. Before we look deeper into this passage I want to lay some basic foundational truths.

1. Christ is still in the business of building local churches today.

2. Local churches cannot function without men in leadership     
positionsEphesians tells us: “And he gave some, apostles; and some prophets; and some, evangelistsand some pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; 

3. Now let me ask you something did everyone of these 12  
excluding Judas, Pastor the church at Jerusalem? Are there   
leaders needed in a church other than a pastor?

4. If (1)Christ is still in the business of building churches, and 
(2) and if local churches cannot function without men in 
leadership capacity. Then I must conclude that God is still 
calling me to serve him.


Could he be calling you to service? Have you answered?Let us note some things from this passages concerning the call of God to service.

FIRST LETS LOOK AT THESE MEN TO WHOM THE LORD CALLED OUT FOLLOW ME.


These men were saved men, this was not the first time they had met Jesus. In John Chapter 1, John and Andrew met Jesus and  professed him as their saviour. The call of salvation must precede the call to service. 


We are not saved by our works, this is clear from Ephesian 2:8-9 “ For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God not of works, lest any man should boast.”   It is a said commentary, but  many have gotten involve in the service of God, not because of the call of God. But because of trying to ease there conscious of the conviction of sin in their lives.  Let me say to each of you who read this. Ye Must Be Born Again.

These men were men with family ties. Peter had a wife and a mother in law (Matthew 8:14-15)  When James, and John, followed Jesus on that day, they left more then fishing nets that needed mended. “And immediately they left the ship and their Father and followed him. (Matthew 4:22 ) I think sometimes we feel that it is only those who have no  close family ties, the ones who really don't have to leave much, that God sends off to Africa.  But this is not the case,  and in fact more often than not, it is the good family man  that God calls and sends forth.


They were men that were property owners (at least Peter) From  Matthew 8:14 we learn that Peter had a house which Jesus visited.  These men were not bums, these men were not people who when called were not leaving  something when they answered the call. These men were business men. They ran a fishing business,  it involved  a partnership.   Luke5:10 tells us “And so was also James, and John the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon,” This business was big enough to involve hired servants. And straightway he calleth them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.(Mark 1:20)

What am I trying to say?   These men called to be in rolls of leadership in the first church were not dead beats, they were men of initiative, they were family men, they were business men. They were not the leftovers that failed at everything they had tried, and now thought they might turn to religion. But they left it all to serve Christ.

 NOW NOTE THE CALL   “FOLLOW ME”   Matthew 4:19 


The call upon these men’s lives was to follow Jesus, it was the call at the first, and it would remain the call until the last days of Jesus life upon the earth, when he again says to Peter “follow thou me”(John 21:21).  This call of God was not for a day, not for a month, not for three years of mission work, and back to the status quo, but it was for life.


It was not a call to the limelight but a call to sacrifice. Jesus never played up to the crowds, but left them. How different from some Christian celebrities today who appeal to the crowd, and love the praise of men. The call was not to praise, but to sacrifice, and service. To follow Christ may move us out of our comfort zone, for “The foxes, have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. (Matthew 8:20)


It was not a call to self-fulfillment, but it was a call to denial of self. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) The God called man is called to put aside himself, and to follow Jesus.
 
It was not a call without expense but a call of cost.  When one desired to follow Jesus,  the Lord warned him that  “the Son of man hath no were to lay his head”.  To another, who desire to follow him, but wanted to stay around until his Father died, so he could bury his father and settle things up, he said: Let the dead bury their dead; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.” To another, who desired to follow him but wanted to delay until he could say good bye in his own sweet time, the Lord said: “ No man putting his hand to the plough , and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  (See Luke 9:57-62) It cost something to serve the Lord.Gods work and Gods kingdom must come first, we cannot be looking back and plowing for God. When the plowman looks back the furrow he is plowing will go crooked. Early in my life plowing wheat fields for my uncle, I learned the only way to make a straight furrow was to set my face on a mark down the line, point the nose of the tractor for that mark, and press on. Nothing is gained by looking back .As I look back in my past to the things I held dear, the people and things that gave me a sense of peace and belonging, they are no longer back in my home town. I see there is nothing to gain back there. Grandmother no longer bakes her cookies for me over her stove, but another now owns her house. My Dad is no longer at the door to greet me but his body lies in the ground at the top of the hill. The house I called home has long since been sold. Let us not look back but forward to that city which has foundations whose builder and maker is God.


The real problem of the ones who wanted to follow the Lord in the Luke 9 passage is manifested in the words found in verses  59 and 61 “suffer me first” and  “but let me first go”.Me First, Me First. May God deliver us from this attitude of heart. 

 .NOW NOTE THE PROMISE OF HIS CALL " I Will Make You Fishers of Men"


I think it is important that we note the words are not,

  1. Self made men

  2. Not Bible School Made Men

  3. Not Preacher Made men

  4. But Christ made, fishers of men


God called men, who become Spiritual leaders in Churches and upon the mission fields are men forged by God In The Fire Of Gods Forge. God does not call us and not equip us.

WHAT MAKES SPIRITUAL LEADERS? Time With God. 


He will take what abilities we have and refine them to His use.


It is interesting to note that of the 12 Apostles, 8 were  probably fishermen.. Fisher men had to be courageous ,and patient people, a must in the ministry. Fishermen must have skill, they must know where,and how to fish.  The fishers of men must be skilled in being “ all things to all men”, skilled in being able to give a reason for the hope that lies within them.  Fishermen must work with others, the Lords work is a work of cooperation and unity with others.. But most of all a fisherman must have faith.  I have seen men stand hour after hour believing that the next cast will catch the fish.  We must believe that some one will be saved if we continue to fish for men.

IN CLOSING NOTE THEIR RESPONSE 


What was the response of these men on the sea of Galilee to this man saying “Follow me”?  Give up your business and follow me, cut your family ties and follow me. The Bible tells us that they “Straight way they left their nets” (Mt.4:20) and that “they immediately left the ship and their father”  (Mt.4:22)    So quickly!!! How could men with so much lying in the balance so quickly leave their nets, and follow one who did not even have  a house to live in? How can I as God preachers, cry out today for you to listen to Gods still small voice, and if to you comes the words follow me. Tell you DO IT, OH DO IT NOW!!!


Why?  Because your very future is at stake, note the word of Matthew 10:37-42:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.42  And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.


By saying “no” you may not loose your job. By saying “no” you may not loose your relationship with your  father.  But You Could Loose your life. That is, your purpose and meaning to  life.


Why do I say do it now? Because the eternal destiny of lost relatives,  friends, and neighbors are at stake.  The call is to fish for men. But more than that you will loose out on a close relationship with the Lord. If you do not follow him you cannot be near him. John 12:26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.


Straightway they left,  Immediately they left the ship. Do you see Jesus at all today calling to you from the shore  of the sea saying follow me. Will you follow?, or will you in your spirit let him continue to stroll down the shore. 
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